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Greetings to readers at TUC and 
Labour Party Conferences 

We hope regular readers will like the new look of 
this month’s Searchlight. Many new readers will 
have received this month’s magazine free at TUC 
or Labour Party conferences courtesy of the 
GMB. We hope that all our readers, old and new, 
find the contents a useful contribution in helping 
combat racism and fascism. 

At Searchlight we have always believed that a 
broad coalition is needed to defeat an 
organisation like the British National Party which 
wants to be all things to everybody. In working 
class areas it spouts pseudo-socialist rhetoric and 
in better off areas it tries to appear as a party with 
conservative values. 

However, we can’t ignore the fact that the BNP 
has made many gains in areas that are traditionally 
Labour strongholds, so the labour movement has a 
special responsibility to reenergise itself in localities 
where the fascists have made headway. And in this 
month of conferences we address ourselves to trade 
unionists and Labour Party members in particular. 
We believe that there are issues that the racists 
make much play of, but the left often remain silent 
on. In that vein, this month we have a special pull¬ 
out feature on migrant labour, an issue that simply 
cannot be ignored if we are to defeat the myths 
spread by Britain’s organised racists. 

International anti-fascist campaign 
helps halt German nazis 

As we go to press the German Constitutional 
Court has, to the chagrin of the entire German 
nazi scene, upheld the decision of two lower 
courts and the local authority in Wunsiedel, 
Bavaria, to ban the demonstration to 
commemorate Hitler’s deputy, Rudolf Hess, 
whose remains are buried there. 

Since March this year, a new law has been in 
force in Germany, prohibiting any action that 
offends the memory of the victims of Hitler and 
Nazism such as praising the violence of National 
Socialism or glorifying the Nazi regime. As a 
result, there will be no legal Hess demonstration 
this year and the nazis will have to forfeit the 
chance to indulge in what has become a grotesque 
annual propaganda stunt that attracts racists and 
antisemites from across Europe. 

The court decision, which will probably be 
challenged next year, is a clear victory for those 
German anti-fascists - and ordinary citizens of 
Wunsiedel- who for several years, have 
campaigned relentlessly to have this obscene 
spectacle outlawed. It is also a victory for the 
campaign of Antifa-Net - of which Searchlight is 
proudly part - to mobilise international support 
for our German allies. For the nazis, it is a 
humiliation and a big defeat that means, for this 
year at least they cannot treat Wunsiedel as “their 
town” and trample roughshod on the wishes of the 
overwhelming majority of the town’s residents. 

































■ | Liverpool grieves 

for victim of 
racist murder 

Tony Barrett, a journalist working for the Liverpool Echo, reports 
from the city on its reaction to an appalling racist murder 


Murdered teenager 
Anthony Walker 


N ot since the death of toddler 
Jamie Bulger had Liverpool 
been so collectively shocked 
by a murder. 

The gruesome way in which black 
teenager Anthony Walker met his death 
and the motive behind it repulsed a city 
which has had more than its fair share 
of tragedy in recent times. 

When news of an axe attack first 
filtered through, the initial reaction was 



one of horror. The question on most 
people’s lips was what could possess 
someone to dispose of human life in 
such a vicious way? 

At that point no-one could have 
imagined that the motive would turn 
out to be racism, a racism which 
changed course from verbal abuse to a 
murderous action within minutes. 

Liverpool is no stranger to racism, 
in the mid-1970s the National Front 
often held meetings in some of the 
city’s poorest boroughs and even held 
marches on occasion. 

In the modern era, Asian shopkeepers 
and asylum seekers have occasionally 
been targeted by gangs of youths. 
Usually, these kind of incidents are 
limited to verbal abuse but, on occasion, 
they have developed into violence. 
But these incidents are typical of what 
is happening throughout the country. 

Liverpool, a multicultural society 
which prides itself on its branding as 
‘the world in one city’, did not consider 
itself to have a race problem. When 
black teenager Stephen Lawrence was 
murdered in London in 1993 most 
Liverpudlians considered it unlikely 
that such a thing could happen on the 
banks of the Mersey. 

As a seaport, the city has played 
host to hundreds of thousands of 
immigrants since the 19th century. 
Being home to Britain’s oldest Chinese 
community, Britain’s first Mosque and 
one of the country’s biggest Afro- 
Caribbean communities gave Liverpool 
a cosmopolitan heritage which few 
other places can match. 

Despite the racist undertones which 
many people had detected, Liverpool 
did not seem to be the most likely place 
where a black teenager would be 
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brutally murdered simply because of 
the colour of his skin. Eighteen-year- 
old Anthony Walker just happened to 
be in the wrong place at the wrong 
time. An act of chivalry in walking his 
girlfriend to the bus stop on a Friday 
night was to become the final act of his 
promising young life. 

Stood at the bus stop with his 
girlfriend and cousin Marcus Binns, 
Anthony was unnerved when a group 
of youths in the pub car park opposite 
started shouting abuse at him. 
The abuse was racist. Anthony had 
been racially abused before but, sensing 
this could turn into something even 
more sinister, he decided to turn the 
other cheek and walk away. 

As the trio headed for another bus 
stop, they walked through Huyton 
Park. But they soon realised they were 
being followed. Quickening their stride, 
they walked into McGoldrick Park as 
the gang of youths chased them. 

But before they could escape 
Anthony was struck with an axe. 
The axe was embedded in his skull and 
he slumped to the ground. His two 
friends ran to get help, knocking on 
doors and screaming at people to come 
to the aid of the stricken teenager. 

When they returned to the scene they 
found Anthony dying on the ground. 
His attackers had fled the scene. 
An ambulance was called and Anthony 
was taken to Walton Hospital where 
he died in the early hours of 
Saturday morning. 

For a few hours Liverpool was unaware 
that the city had been the scene of one of 
the most horrific race murders ever to 
take place in the UK. In this case 
ignorance was un-questionably bliss as 
the truth of what had happened would be 
too much for many to take in. But, by 
mid-Saturday afternoon word had leaked 
out. The worlds media was heading 
to Liverpool to discover how a devout 
young Christian could meet such a 
terrible end. 

The public reaction was typical 
of how Liverpool deals with death. 
An outpouring of grief followed just as 
it had when Jamie Bulger was killed and 
96 Liverpool football fans were killed at 
Hillsborough. Bouquets of flowers were 
laid down near to the spot were 
Anthony died. His family were deluged 
with the messages of support and a vigil 
attended by almost 1,000 people was 
held at St George’s Hall in memory of 
the teenager. 

At Liverpool’s Champions League 
clash with FC Kaunas, a huge banner 
was unfurled bearing the legend 
‘Huyton Against Racism’. 

As well as the feeling of loss there 
was also a collective sense of revulsion. 
But the two feelings soon combined 


into a show of defiance. The local paper, 
the Liverpool Echo , illustrated the mood 
of its readers when it printed a full page 
poster bearing Anthony’s picture and a 
slogan saying ‘Liverpool says no to 
racism’. The message was simple - 
Anthony was one of our own and he 
would be mourned as such but his death 
would not divide the city on race lines, 
rather it would bring it together 

In a full page editorial the Echo wrote: 

“This city is not racist. It deplores 
racism and will not stand for it. We are a 
city of many colours and many creeds 
and a city of tolerance and goodwill. We 
are a city of rich history - a past and a 
present founded by people whose roots 
can be traced back across the globe. 
What we are now and what we will 
become is a product of this astonishing 
diversity of culture. This is a city of 
strong emotions and fierce pride. We will 
not allow a tiny minority of racist thugs 
to tarnish our worldwide reputation and 
cause decent people fear and distress. 

By carrying this poster we send out 
these messages: 

• We are revolted and shocked by the 
appalling murder of Anthony Walker 

• We open our hearts to his family 
and his friends and offer them our 
unconditional support 

• We despise and reject his killers as 
we despise and reject anyone preaching 
or practising any form of racism.” 

The message was as hard-hitting as 
any put forward by the Liverpool Echo in 
its 126-year history. 

But the message was in keeping 
with the mood of the local population 
who swelled Internet message boards 
with similar sentiments for days after 
the murder. 

Local Labour MP Eddie O’Hara, 
whose constituency includes Huyton, 
was among the first to speak out. 
He said: “I am shocked that such a thing 
could happen in the heart of our 
own community. Anthony was obviously 
a wonderful young man, a credit to 
his family andsomeone who any 
parent would be proud to call their son. 
There can be no place for racism in 
our society. I am proud to represent 
the people of Huyton because my 
constituents represent all that is good 
about Merseyside. We cannot allow 
those who would like to act against 
what is right to do so. For this reason we 
need to make a stand against the racists 
so that what happened to Anthony can 
never happen again.” 

Mr O’Hara’s words were echoed 
by Alec McFadden, chairman of 
Merseyside TUC and an anti-racism 
campaigner: “Like everyone else I was 
shocked and disgusted when I heard 
about this senseless killing. You cannot 
even begin to wonder about what would 


motivate someone to do such a thing. 
One of the great things about this part 
of the world is it is home to so many 
people from so many different 
backgrounds. It doesn’t matter where 
you are from, what colour you are or 
what way you pray, the vast majority 
of Liverpudlians will get along with 
you and accept you. But there is a 
small minority, like there is in every 
British city, who do not think like this. 
Their minds are warped by racist 
thoughts and they try to create trouble 
wherever they can. Young Anthony was 
a victim of this troubled mindset and it 
is time that the British people rooted 
out these thugs once and for all.” 

Of course, as well as being a national 
news story of huge significance, the 
murder of Anthony Walker was a 
personal tragedy for every member of 
the young Christian’s close-knit family. 
The sight of McGoldrick Park being 
turned into a shrine showed community 
solidarity with Anthony’s loved ones 
and on several occasions his closest 
relatives spoke of the solace it gave 
them to know they were in the thoughts 
of so many people. 

But the moment the floral tributes 
began to wither, the sad, inevitable truth 
was that only Anthony’s family had to 
deal with the tragic loss of one of 
Liverpool’s sons. The dignity which 
they showed during such a difficult 
time set them apart from those who 
wish to divide and to persecute. 

Not once did they speak of vengeance 
or recriminations. All they displayed 
was a love for their son and brother and 
an overwhelming desire for no other 
family to have to go through such grief. 

For Alec McFadden the way 
the Walker family responded to their 
tragedy should set the tone for 
Liverpool, and the rest of the country, 
to eradicate extremism wherever it 
exists. He added: “You look at the way 
Anthony’s family conducted themselves 
in the aftermath of his murder and 
they are clearly very special people. 
Their spirit is the type which we all 
should have. There was not a trace of 
hatred in them. If the rest of the 
population can follow their lead then 
this country would be a damned better 
place.” ^ 


As Searchlight went to print, 
two men appeared in court 
charged with the murder of 
Anthony Walker. Paul Taylor, 20, 
and Michael Barton, 17, have 
been remanded in custody. 

The pair, from the Huyton area, 
have also been charged with 
grievous bodily harm. 
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Racist backlash 

An enemy within? 


By Steve 
Silver 
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RACISTS HAVE HAD a field day with a backlash 
of attacks across Britain in the wake of the 
London bombings of 7 July. The police in 
London announced last month that there was 
a six fold increase in what it records as 
"religious hate crimes" since the London 
bombings. The Metropolitan Police recorded 
269 crimes in the three weeks after the bombs 
compared to 40 in the same period last year. 

In the same three weeks in Wales, there was 
also a significant increase in attacks. In North 
Wales the police reported a more than threefold 
increase in racist attacks. 64 compared to 20 in 
the same period the year before. 

Police in Scotland have also reported a rise 
in racial incidents by nearly a third across a 
central belt where most Muslims live, the 
largest increase being in Tayside where there 
was a 70 per cent rise. 

While primarily directed at Muslims, there 
has been a general increase in racist attacks 
including, as we report in this month's 
magazine, racist murder. 

What is clear is that the racist backlash is 
going to be more profound and prolonged 
than a spate of attacks that have possibly 
peaked in the post 7/7 climate. The fact that 
the alleged bombers are British citizens will 
have a longer term effect and has created a 
clearly identifiable "enemy within". 

This fits nicely, of course, with a tabloid 
notion of "Britishness" that defines itself 
against a supposed enemy within. For there 
must be something or someone to blame, 
their logic runs, for Britain not being quite as 
"Great" as she once was. There is nothing that 
Britain's biggest selling newspapers like more 
than to identify that enemy. 

True, Britain's red-baiting of the 1950s never 
reached the proportions of the USA's 
McCarthyism. But then to those that feel a loss 
of Britain's "Greatness", everything is bigger and 
better in the USA since the Second 
World War. 

Our enemies within of not so long 
ago have included Flower Power 
Hippies, Latchkey Kids, Single Mums, 
the Irish and the Miners. Once, these 
were advocated as the main problems 
that Britain had. But the hacks now 
have new targets to scapegoat for 
Britain being just a small set of islands 
in the North Sea rather than a mighty 
power at the centre of the globe. 

Last month Britain's biggest 
circulation daily, The Sun, managed to 
identify all the things that are 
supposedly wrong with Britain today 
in one front page article titled 
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"Lawless Britain". It reads like a bigots'charter: 

"Kids scared to go out. Soft-touch welfare 
system. Politically correct policing. One million 
illegal immigrants. Children shot in gangland 
killings. 

Gipsies' rights over your land. Yob culture in 
town centres. Benefit fraud on the increase. 
Britain's borders out of control. Free holidays 
for juvenile offenders. Extremist clerics 
preaching Jihad. Racist murders on our 
doorstep. Breeding ground for terrorists. 
Legal aid for the underserving. Paedophiles 
living next door. The Human Rights Act. 
Sentences too lenient. Lack of prison space. 

While The Sun's answer to all this, was rather 
amusingly, for MPs to have a shorter holiday, 
and come back and sort the mess out (and the 
newspaper does carry out a tail saving 
exercised by including racist murders) what it 
reveals is how strongly illegal immigration, 
Islam and terrorism have become part of a 
racist discourse that is central to everything 
that is wrong with Britain. 

It may seem so obvious that it is almost 
embarrassing to point it out, but this is a recent 
phenomenon. In truth, every wave of 
immigration into Britain has been perceived as 
an invasion by an enemy - with the exception of 
white Rhodesians and white South Africans.The 
fear of Islamist terrorism affecting Britain also 
first came to the fore in the wake of the 9/11 
attacks on the USA and then the invasion of Iraq. 
But the terrorist attacks in London, now known 
as 7/7, have made the "Muslim terrorist" a 
central feature of racist discourse as non-white 
Britons have been identified as the alleged 
culprits. The highly publicized police tactics of 
racially profiling people for bag searches and 
questioning have only added to this perception. 

Politicians are using the London bombings 
as a bridgehead to open a discussion around 
racism and immigration to Britain that could 
have far-reaching consequences. David Davis, 
the Shadow Home Secretary, wrote in the 
Doily Telegraph last month that allowing 
people of different cultures to settle without 
integrating let the "perverted values of suicide 
bombers" take root. Another Tory front bench 
spokesman, Gerald Howarth, told British-born 
Muslims who "don't give allegiance to this 
country [to] leave." Quite where a British 
citizen should go to, he doesn't say. 

If, in order to rationalise the world, we need 
an enemy within, then we don't have to look 
very hard to find it. It is racism, the most divisive 
force in British society. And the racism of the 
gutter has become middle of the road since the 
London bombings. It may be sometime before 
the tabloids find a new enemy within. ^ 
































Home News 


A wet day in West London 


By Daphne Liddle 


BRITAIN’S NAZIS AND right-wing 
extremists have leapt upon the London 
bombings as opportunities for them to 
step up their racist and anti-Islamic 
hate campaigning. On Sunday 24 July 
there were two separate marches in 
the pouring rain in west London, both 
targeted at the Regent’s Park Mosque. 

Around 200 members and supporters 
of the newly-formed United British 
Association (UBA) assembled in the 
Hobgoblin pub in Balcombe Street, 
near Baker Street underground station, 
and set off at around 2pm, shepherded 
by hundreds of police - giving some 
locals the impression that a new terror- 
related incident was unfolding. 

The group included football 
hooligans, former squaddies and nazis. 
They carried just one flag and with no 
banners or placards, few passers-by had 
any clue who they were. 

They proceeded along Park Road, on 
the west side of Regents Park, where 
police drew them to a halt several 
hundred yards away from the mosque 
and directed them to a specially 
prepared pen for them to conduct a 
small rally. 

They refused to enter the pen. Sharp 
words and gestures were exchanged 
with the police as they expressed their 


disappointment at not getting even 
within visual distance of the mosque. 

The stalemate lasted a long time as the 
rain continued to pour. Eventually the 
march turned around and headed back 
in the direction of Baker Street Tube. 

As they did so, in the distance they 
could see the second march, organised 
by the National Front (NF) and about 
20-strong. This march carried plenty of 
banners and placards and no one was in 
any doubt who had organised it. Police 
penned the NF in firmly while the 
bigger march passed, ensuring no 
contact between the two. 


The UBA march had one final 
humiliation. It had begun in a pub 
and after what seemed like ages 
hanging around in the rain, by the time 
they reached Baker Street Tube, many 
of them were desperate for access to 
a toilet. 

There was no way the police were 
going to allow that many to abuse some 
back alley so they penned them in again 
and tried to negotiate with local pubs 
to allow them to use their facilities. 
The pubs, unsurprisingly, categorically 
refused. So the “hard men” of the hard 
right had to wait in discomfort. ^ 
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the CITY of Leeds found itself under the unwelcome spotlight of the world's media 
when police revealed three of the London bombers lived there, Peter Lazenby, 
a journalist on the Leeds-based Yorkshire Evening Post, reports. 


W ithin hours of the London 
bombings on July 7 there 
were reports of attacks on 
mosques across Britain. 
One such attack was in Leeds, an 
attempted arson. 

Worse was to come for the city 
of Leeds. 

Five days after the bombings, Leeds 
was identified as home of three of the 
alleged bombers - young men who 
were born and brought up in the city. 
Two were from the Leeds inner-city 
community of Beeston, a third was 
from neighbouring Holbeck, and the 
alleged “bomb factory” was identified 
in Leeds’ Hyde Park district. 

There were fears of a racist backlash, 
and the British National Party (BNP) 
encouraged confrontation by issuing 
nationally tens of thousands of copies 
of its shameful “Don’t get mad - get 
even” leaflet. 



Unity 

Yet news of the Leeds connection in the 
bombings was marked not by an 
upsurge in racist attacks in the 
communities, but by a coming together 
of people across religious, cultural and 
racial lines. 

Neighbours gathered in the streets. 
They reacted spontaneously, organising 
marches and meetings, expressing their 
grief at the London deaths. Youngsters 
in the Hyde Park district headed one 
march chanting: “Hyde Park Unity - 
Peace in our Community.” 

It was the same in Beeston and 
Holbeck. When a mass gathering was 
called by civic leaders in the city centre, 
the people of Beeston staged their 
own rally and launched a hundreds- 
strong feeder march. Waiting for 
them were thousands in the city’s 
Millennium Square. 

The march was one of many 
gatherings to have taken place in Leeds 
since July 7. They have seen Muslims 
and Christians, Hindus and Sikhs, Jews 
and people of no religious belief, 
marching together. 

Later the people of Beeston took four 
books of condolences to the people of 
London. The books had done the 
rounds of Beeston schools and libraries, 
and the local Co-op, collecting 
hundreds of messages and signatures 
before being taken to London as a 
symbol of the community’s grief. 

Tensions 

Not that there aren’t tensions. There are. 

There is a fear that while the 
community will maintain its equilib¬ 
rium if left alone, problems could begin 
if outsiders, including the BNP which is 
active in the city, were to move into the 
area. It almost happened. A week after 
the July 7 bombings around 100 right- 
wing extremists gathered at a pub just 
outside the community, making no 
secret of their plan to enter Beeston. 
It didn’t happen. Police were aware of 
the plan. The group was broken up and 
arrests made. 

Peace remained, but so did the fear 
that outside groups could move in. For 
weeks police maintained a visible local 
presence 24-hours a day. 

Beeston is a mainly white, working- 
class community with an ethnic min¬ 
ority population concentrated in an area 
around Tempest Road. The minority 
groups represent around 12 to 15 per 
cent of the population. 


Beeston’s ethnic minority population 
is overwhelmingly Pakistani, Kashmiri 
and Bangladeshi. There is a small 
community of Sikhs and there is a 
Gudwara temple. 

Also in Tempest Road is the Hamara 
Centre, a well-equipped community 
centre used mostly, though by no means 
exclusively, by people of Asian descent. 

The director is Hanif Malik. He is 
39, and like the three alleged bombers 
he was born and brought up in Leeds, 
the son of a Pakistani immigrant, one of 
many who came to West Yorkshire in 
the 1950s and 60s looking for work 
in the county’s textile mills and 
tailoring factories. 

Hanif’s accent is pure Leeds. 

Hamara opened in its present building 
in 2004. It is next to a Methodist church 
community centre with which it works 
closely. Funding comes from the council, 
trusts, foundations and charities. 

It is a base for groups involved in 
health care, child care and numerous 
other community activities. It is part of 
a local “Faith Together” consortium 
involving eight main religious groups. 

The consortium has been building links 
and understanding between the 
different ethnic and faith communities 
in Beeston for a decade. 

The links doubtless contributed 
to the coming together of people after 

J u }y 7. 

“Initially the response was one of ► 









total disbelief, shock and outrage that 
these alleged perpetrators were from 
our locality,” said Hanif. “It has almost 
been a surreal type of experience. To be 
under the world spotlight came as a 
huge shock to the community. 

“After the first couple of days when 
what was almost the novelty factor wore 
off we discovered an eerie kind of 
environment in Beeston. I remember 
coming out of the centre about 4.30 pm. 
Normally Tempest Road is very busy, 
kids leaving school, people about, it was 
almost deserted. It was like a ghost 
town. People were just beginning to pick 
up on the severity of what happened.” 

Weeks after the tragic events, 
tensions remained. 

“There was a huge level of anxiety, a 
huge police presence. It was only really 
last week (two weeks after the 
bombings) that the police presence has 
gone and the media has really moved 
on with them that it has begun to 
return to normality. 


“There is that underlying tension. 
You cannot get away from that. You can 
not take the ostrich approach and hope 
things will go away, or do not exist. 
I think the vast majority of the tension 
is just because of what has occurred. 
I think in the early days ‘frightened’ 
would not have been the wrong word 
to use. I mean things like anxiety and 
stress do lead to tension in the 
community. But I believe that will 
subside as things go on, providing there 
are no more revelations. 

“In one ironic sense what I have is 
discovered is that it has already brought 
sections of the community closer 
together. There is a common issue that 
is binding them together. 

“I was in a meeting with council 
officials and we were talking about 
jointly organising activities. There has 
been talk of a Unity Day in the area. 
I think there is a situation which 
people are beginning to use to turn 
things around.” 



FOCUS: on 


LIKE MOST CITIES Leeds has had 
its share of racist and fascist 
activity and still does. 

Memorably, on Sunday, 
September 27,1936, the leader of 
the British Union of Fascists, 
Sir Oswald Mosley, marched in 
Leeds with 1,000 uniformed 
fascist blackshirts. With a heavy 
police escort they headed to 
Holbeck Moor, a piece of open 
land in the city's industrialised 
southern area, to hold a rally. 

They found 30,000 anti-fascist 
demonstrators waiting for them. 

Mosley climbed onto the roof of 
a van to make his speech. A hail 


of stones and other missiles began 
the second Mosley opened his 
mouth. Mosley and his blackshirts 
were driven out of the city. 

in the last three decades, the 
National Front and the BNP have 
campaigned in local elections but 
have been consistently and 
successfully countered by local 
anti-fascists. The BNP has poured 
significant resources into parts of 
Leeds, where its former youth 
organiser Mark Collett has stood 
as a council candidate. Despite its 
best efforts the BNP's electoral 
attempts in Leeds have failed 
miserably. 


Community 

Beeston falls within the police division 
of Superintendent Peter Nicholson, 
who has worked the patch since he was 
a sergeant 14 years ago. 

“From day one I said if the com¬ 
munity was allowed to get on with 
things without too much outside 
interference, they would recover from 
this tremendous shock and I still stand 
by that,” he said. “My main feeling 
about the Beeston community is that it 
is a really strong place. They have got 
their problems. People fall out, like all 
communities. But I do not think it is as 
fragile as a lot of people assume it is 
and the response to these problems has 
been robust. 

“I think certainly prior to July 7 we 
were not aware of any particular right- 
wing groups causing difficulties in that 
area and that has been the case in recent 
times. Post 7/7 there is a lot of concern 
within the community that these events 
will attract that type of attention and it 
is something we are monitoring very 
closely. As I said I do not have any 
concerns about the community itself. 
What I do have concerns about is 
external groups coming into the area 
and causing problems and that is where 
the community is vulnerable and that is 
where we the police need to monitor 
and be in a position to respond.” 

Police used local schools as an 
indicator of any adverse reaction 
building up in the community. 

“Often schools are a barometer of 
what is going on,” said Supt Nicholson. 
“From day one we have had schools’ 
liaison officers concentrating on two or 
three schools in the area. What was 
really heartening was that there was no 
adverse reaction, no polarisation within 
the schools, no racist comments 
within the schools, and often they are 
the first indication of problems within 
the community. 

“We had people in there 
talking to students and the staff 
and nothing came out of it. 

And one of the schools in 
particular in the past, we know 
there have been tensions and 
that has been an indication of 
bigger problems within the 
community. But the schools have 
been excellent, absolutely 
excellent, and the heads and the 
staff have done tremendous work. 

“In fact I am finding it difficult to 
think of one group that has not been 
supportive. Councillors have been in 
with support for us and we have 
supported the councillors.” 

Nationally, hate crimes - including 
racial attacks - are said to have 
increased 13-fold since July 7. 
There have been two horrific murders - 
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There was one old man in Hyde 
Park district, where the bomb 
factory was supposed to be. 

His street had to be evacuated 
and he had nowhere to go. He 
was a bit of a loner, nervous of 
his Asian neighbours. A Hindu 
family living nearby invited him 
in and he stayed. He stayed with 
them two nights, after which 
police came and told him he 
could go back to his home, mm 
He said 'do I have to?’" J J 


Leeds West Labour MP John Battle 


the most recent involving black 
teenager Anthony Walker in 
Merseyside (see article p4). 

According to Supt Nicholson, 
Beeston has seen no marked increase 
in racial attacks - though in the four 
weeks after the bombings West 
Yorkshire’s police service - which covers 
Leeds - reported a doubling in 
race-hate incidents to 306, ranging 
from physical attacks and verbal abuse 
to graffiti. 

“We have not seen a huge increase,” 
said Supt Nicholson. “We had lots of 
community meetings, more officers on 
the streets. For all these things we have 
not seen an increase in registered hate 
incidents. Interestingly, the area we have 
seen an increase is in the city centre, and 
this is people passing through.” 

Hanif Malik said: “I saw it was 13- 
fold nationally. Certainly at local level 


Placards from the Beeston 
Together 4 Peace March 



here in Beeston we have not been 
aware of any physical attacks, but I 
have been aware of physical attacks 
elsewhere in Leeds. I think in Beeston 
it has been more verbal abuse that we 
have been more aware of. But its not 
been reported as much as we would 
want it to be. We had a meeting last 
week and we are trying to encourage 
people to report these incidents. 
But certainly a marked increase in 
verbal abuse. A staff member said 
as they were driving to work that 
what they described as a middle-aged 
couple were in the adjacent car with 
the window down and issued an 
expletive. Standard expletive seems to 
be ‘fucking Paki bombers.’ I can’t say if 
it is local people. 

“But one thing I can say is that the 
response at local level has been 
fantastic, I think to the dismay of C18 
and BNP. The cracks have not begun to 
appear and it has not manifested itself.” 

In the days after the Beeston link to 
the bombings was revealed, the com¬ 
munity was subject to a media scrum. 
National and international press and 
TV crews descended on Beeston in 
their hundreds. 

The pictures of the community which 
they presented in many cases bore little 
relation to reality. One paper 
interviewed an allegedly typical local 
resident, a drinker in a local pub, who 
had the words “100 per cent white” 
tattooed across his belly, and who 
predicted “trouble” was coming. 

“What the national media pick on 
are the rough pubs,” said Supt 
Nicholson. “That is reported as a 
reflection of what is happening in 
the community. 

“We had a meeting with all 
the landlords from all the local pubs. 
They all turned up and we got a very 
positive reaction from those landlords 
as a group who said they were not 
prepared to put up with racist 
behaviour. They set up a pub-watch so 
where someone is banned from one pub 
they are banned from them all. That is 
a positive thing that has come out 
of this tragedy - they are 
working together to stop any 
nonsense.” 

He was not happy with the 
national media’srepresentation 
of the community. 

“There were a lot of very 
open messages in Beeston 
which the national media did 
not want to pick up on. Anything 
that could be vaguely identified as 
negative was exploited and I found 
that very disappointing because the 
community as a whole in Beeston in 
many ways were victims of this 
tragedy as well.” 


One particularly appalling piece 
of reporting has had international 
repercussions. 

David Saunders of the Toronto Globe 
and Mail , described the city as “home of 
poverty, hatred and alienation.” 

“Here was the other England,” 
he said, “the impoverished, hateful, 
culture-devoid England.” 

Much of his article was based on an 
interview with someone he described as 
one of the “more successful repre¬ 
sentatives” of the white population of 
Leeds, a retired professional squash 
player. The representative was none 
other than Nick Cass, Yorkshire 
organiser of the British National Party. 

Saunders described the BNP as “the 
most successful of Britain’s far-right 
political parties.” 

He said: “It has been enormously 
successful in this part of England, 
electing city councillors and pulling 
strong results in national elections. 
The BNP has managed to become 
the voice of a great many white people 
in Leeds.” 

The claim is astonishing. 

Leeds has been an electoral target of 
the BNP for years. Yet despite the use 
of substantial resources, and the 
repeated candidacy of Mark Collett, 
who in BNP terms is a national name, 
it has failed to make a breakthrough in 
the city. The BNP has gained a 
handful of seats in neighbouring 
Bradford, Halifax and Huddersfield - 
seven in all, out of 300 Council seats - 
but Leeds, with a broadly-based 
and successful anti-racist and anti¬ 
fascist campaign group, has repeatedly 
and convincingly rejected the 
BNP’s message. 

The Toronto Globe and Mail 
presumably has few readers in Leeds, 
but the article reached the attention of 
Leeds MPs - including Cabinet 
member Hilary Benn — city council 
leaders, and the Leeds-based Yorkshire 
Evening Post , all of whom made 
protests to the Globe and Mail. 

As a result the Canadian High 
Commissioner has been “summoned” to 
the city to answer for Saunders’diatribe. 

Occasionally the tables have been 
turned on the media by the Beeston 
community. An American TV crew, 
on the look-out for anger and 
conflict, approached a group of 
youngsters in the street - Asian and 
white youths together - seeking 
information. The youths talked to 
them quietly, seriously, and sent them 
to a house where they would find 
what they wanted. The excited crew 
scuttled off and the youngsters fell 
about laughing, hanging onto each 
other. They had sent the crew to a 
massage parlour. ^ 





Investiqation 


New BNP organiser is ex-Tory councillor 


By Nick Lowles 

THE BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY'S 
new London regional organiser is a 
former Conservative Party councillor, 
Searchlight can exclusively reveal. 

Nick Russell, who was already the 
party's Richmond organiser, was last 
month appointed in charge of London 
after the sacking of Richard Barnbrook 
in early July. 

But Russell is really Nick Eriksen, a 
former Conservative Party councillor in 
Southwark from 1990-94. So hardline 
were his anti-immigrant views that 
local anti-racists organised a picket of 
his council surgery and he warranted a 
feature in Britain's black newspaper 
The Voice. 

During Eriksen's period as a 
councillor he was also actively involved 
in Right Now!, the right-wing magazine 
loosely supportive, but also highly 
critical, of the Conservative Party. 

Right Now! was launched in 1993 as 
an amalgamation of various hard- 
right factions inside and outside the 
Conservative Party. Its core activists 
included former National Front 
supporters Derek Turner, Dave Moon, 
and Michael Harrison, former BNP 
activists Stuart Millson and Eddie 
Butler, former Western Goals (UK) and 
Monday Club activists Adrian Davies 
and Jonathon Bowden. 

While none of these people had any 
illusions about the Conservative Party, 
especially under the leadership of 
John Major, they had also learnt the 
isolation of being in an irrelevant 
fascist group. 

"Outside the Tory Party we would 
just be wandering in the wilderness, 
either alone or in some minuscule 
fringe group, which would be 
ridiculed, not respected," the editorial 
in issue one read. 

Eriksen was a regular contributor 
to the early editions of Right Now. 
In issue one he told readers about his 
hard life as a Tory councillor and riled 
against the money the council gave 
ethnic minority groups. In issue two 
he reviewed Alan Clark's Diaries, while 
in the following issue he called for 
British troops to leave Bosnia, which 
he believed was simply a liberal 
attempt to enforce multiculturalism 
and a multi-ethnic federal democracy 
on Western Europe. 
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In issue four RN readers got a 
taste of Eriksen's future contribution 
to the magazine, a column where he 
could mouth off against the world. 
Southwark Council's equalities sub¬ 
committee was "racist and sexist" 
and their work made him reach for 
"the sick bucket." 

"If people are allowed the privilege 
of coming to Britain they should 
respect and abide by our culture, 
language, religions and traditions." 

By issue five, Eriksen had become 
John Bull Esq. and his page in Right 
Now! simply:"Rant from the Right." It is 
as John Bull, that Eriksen continues to 
write for Right Now! to this day. 

As the magazine has attempted to 
become more sophisticated, clearly 
demonstrable by its editor Derek 
Turner's recently acquired posh 
accent and bow tie, the John Bull 
column allows Right Now! to vent its 
real anger and prejudice, with 
immigration predictably being its 
particular bete-noir. 

Nick Eriksen's switch to the BNP, a 
couple of years ago, re-ignites the 
intriguing question about Right Nowl's 
exact role. Several other people who 
were connected to the magazine in 
the early days have also made the 
transition. Most operate around 
the right-wing discussion club, the 
Bloomsbury Forum, and include 
Jonathon Bowden, now the BNP's 
education officer, and Eddie Butler, 
the party's election officer. 

But whilst Eriksen has used his 
John Bull column to push the 
politics of the BNP - covertly 
and overtly - the magazine's editor 
has always been more cautious. 
For a long time he questioned 
whether a party with such 
an antisemitic and conspiratorial 
mindset could ever make it in British 
society but this belief has softened as 
the BNP took just under 5% in the 
European Elections. 

In an edition of Right Now! at the 
beginning of this year Turner 
described immigration policy as 
"the fans et origo (source and origin) 
of nationhood." 

"Other policies are enormously 
important, but immigration policy 
holds the possibility either of 


preserving or altering permanently 
the character of the people who make 
up the nation." 

He went on to describe post-war 
immigration as a disaster and the 
supposed "serious race problem" 
existing currently in Britain. "Race riots 
happen all around the country almost 
constantly... Racial misunderstanding 
and unpleasantness are at an all-time 
high... Our freedom of speech and 
association are being increasingly 
undermined... [and] the diversity 
that we are all told we should 
welcome has proved to be the very 
opposite of a strength." 

However, he accepts that Britain is, 
and will remain, a multiracial society 
and that this is now irreversible. 
Instead, he argues, for all failed asylum 
seekers to be removed, a revamp of 
immigration controls, the abolish¬ 
ment of the CRE and related bodies 
and the repeal of the United Nations 
Convention on Refugees. 

More importantly than any legal 
reforms, "the people of Britain need 
to regain respect for themselves, 
and their particular brand of Western 
Civilisation." 

In the following issue, Right Now! 
interviewed Nick Griffin. The BNP 
leader was given a platform to spread 
his message, largely uncritically, to a 
largely Conservative audience. 

Derek Turner is in regular contact 
with a number of BNP activists and he 
may share many of the party's views 
but there is still some blue water 
between Right Now! and the BNP even 
if it is rapidly diminishing. 

For Nick Eriksen, he has an uphill 
task ahead of him. The BNP is in a 
complete mess in the capital with 
whole swathes of London without any 
real party organisation. This includes 
Barking & Dagenham, where despite 
strong results in elections, they have 
failed to build a local branch. 

His past is also likely to dog him. 
He fought his Southwark council seat 
on a pro-Poll Tax policy, and described 
Margaret Thatcher as a "genuinely 
charming lady." More significantly, his 
description of most of Southwark as 
"dross" is hardly likely to win him 
support amongst working-class voters 
in the area. ^ 
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A MOTLEY CREW of fascists turned out for the court 
appearance in Leeds in July of British National Party (BNP) 
leader Nick Griffin and his fellow-accused Mark Collett of 
Young, Nazi and Proud fame. 

Both face a string of racial incitement charges resulting 
from the BBC TV investigative programme Secret Agent, and 
appeared before Leeds Crown Court on July 21. 

BNP founder and veteran nazi John Tyndall, 71, was to 
have joined them in court but died 48 hours earlier. 
The charges against him were shelved. 

Griffin, 45, of Llanferyl, Powys, Wales, faced four charges. 
Collett, 24, who has worked as organiser for the British 
National Party in Leeds, and is from Rothley in 
Leicestershire, faced eight charges. 

Inside the court Griffin and Collett acknowledged their 
identities before pleading not guilty to each of the charges. 
They were accompanied inside and outside the court by 
members of Griffin's national security team. 

A heavy police presence was mounted around the court 
buildings. Outside the court police used metal fencing to pen 
in three groups of demonstrators - the first about 50-strong 
from the BNP, the second from the White Nationalist Party and 
National Socialist Alliance (WNP/NSA) numbering around 20, 
and the third a group of anti-fascists including supporters of 
Leeds Unite Against Racism and Fascism. 

Police seemed to have been more concerned about 
keeping the WNP/NSA contingent and the BNP away 
from each other's throats rather than about any potential 
conflict between fascists and anti-fascists. The group of 
around 20 WNP/NSA included 'old timer' and ever-thirsty 
Eddie Morrison, and convicted thug Kevin Watmough. 
The WNP/NSA were there to support their fallen leader 
John Tyndall, and carried placards alleging that he was 
"hounded to death" for his beliefs. 

The hearing dealt with technical details of the case and 
was adjourned to a date to be fixed. 
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GREECE: Nazi camp faces 
opposition 

THE GREEK GOVERNMENT is 
refusing to ban an international camp to 
be held by the Greek nazi outfit Golden 
Dawn from 16 September to 18 
September. However, opposition from 
the local community in Meligala has 
forced the nazis to say that the event 
might not take place there and to hide 
its new location. 

The camp was advertised in a recent 
issue of their magazine Resistance + 
Counterattack , announcing a program¬ 
me that includes an “open congress” on 
17 September. The main speakers are 
the leaders of the German National- 
demokratische Partei Deutschlands 
and the Italian Forza Nuova, together 
with representatives of La Falange 
from Spain and Golden Dawn boss, 
Nikos Mihaloliakos. A police spokes¬ 
man told the Turkish newspaper 
Radical : “We cant forbid a peaceful 
gathering where the participants won’t 
be carrying arms.” 

The Greek authorities’ tolerance 
of nazi activities extends beyond 
propaganda and camps. Greek nazis 
were actively involved in armed 
violence, alongside the Serb troops of 
Ratko Mladic, during the invasion of 
Srebrenica in Bosnia a decade ago. 
For this, they were decorated by wanted 
war criminal Radovan Karadzic. 

All mainstream political forces in 
Greece backed the Serb slaughterers 
and the nazis ended up with blood¬ 
stained hands. Under pressure from 
The Hague International Tribunal, an 
investigation of the Greek “volunteers” 
has now begun. No arrests have yet 
been made. 

The Antinazi Initiative (ANI) has 
launched a campaign to ban the 


Greek volunteers 
nazi salute in 
Bosnia. The third 
from the right is the 
brother of Charis 
Kousoumvris 
"wounded in 
action". 




September camp, putting up posters in 
Athens, proclaiming: “60 years since the 
Holocaust and 10 years since the 
massacre in Srebrenica - Disgrace! 
Shielded by the government and tolerated 
by the political parties, nazis are planning 
an international meeting in Greece.” 

The ANI is demanding that the nazis 
are outlawed and that the Golden 
Dawn murderers are brought to justice 
in The Hague. It is also seeking support 
from all anti-fascist organisations 
in Europe. 

► From Anna Stai and Irene Koutelou 
for Antinazi Initiative in Athens 

Anyone needingfurther information or contact 
with Antinazi Initiative should e-mail: 
info@antinazi.gr immediately. 


THE NETHERLANDS: 

Van Gogh killer gets life 

Mohamed Bouyeri, the antisemitic 
Muslim fundamentalist, found guilty of 
the brutal slaying of controversial 
filmmaker and columnist Theo van 
Gogh on 2 November 2004, has said he 
would do it again if he had the chance. 
Bouyeri was handed a life sentence in 
July for Van Gogh’s murder and for 
attempting to kill several police officers 
and a bystander. He was also convicted 
for threatening Amsterdam mayor 
Job Cohen and the right-wing liberal 
Volkspartij voor Vrijheid en 
Democratie (VVD) parliamentarian, 
Ayaan Hirsi Ali. The authorities now 
want to prosecute Bouyeri in a separate 
case for belonging to a terrorist group, 
the so-called ‘Hofstadgroup’, whose 
alleged aims were to stage, among other 
things, attacks on the parliament and 
government buildings in the Hague 
and to kill the right-wing anti-Muslim 
parliamentarian Geert Wilders (former 
WD) and Ayaan Hirsi Ali. 

Meanwhile, the Dutch secret service 
(AIVD) has claimed, in a report 
released on 12 July, that racist so-called 
“Lonsdale youth” are often not extreme. 
The report, which was contradictory, 
was ordered by justice minister Piet 
Hein Donner and internal affairs 
minister Johan Remkes. This followed 
a second arson attack on an Islamic 
school in Uden and incidents in Venray 
involving white racist youth wearing 
‘Lonsdale’ fashion and Turkish 
youngsters. The AIVD contends that 
growing racism among youngsters is 
worrying “because it is not based on 
an ideology”. At the same time, it 
states that if frequent clashes between 
white racist youth and migrant Dutch 
youth continue, “it can have severe 
consequences for social cohesion”. 

► From Jeroen Bosch for Alertl 
and Antifa-Net in Utrecht 





ESTONIA: War games with a 
Nazi past 

A FREELANCE WAR game 
involving 30 competing teams from all 
over Europe - including fifteen from 
Estonia - started on 2 August in the 
Baltic state of Estonia. 

The exercise, the twelfth event of its 
kind and called Erna Retk 2005, is a 
long-range reconnaissance event in 
which contestants have to navigate by 
day and night in a territory of around 
150 square kilometres and complete a 
range of military tasks. 

The name of this annual war game 
has a history of its own. The Erna 
group was a band of Estonian terrorists 
created and supervised by Nazi 
reconnaissance experts. It landed in the 
rear of Soviet forces occupying Estonia 
in the summer of 1941. 

Trained by the Nazis in Finland, 
38 soldiers and four officers of the 
group attacked Soviet forces far inland 
in the Kolga gulf region in northern 
Estonia. In their assault, they blew 
up a section of the Tallinn-Leningrad 
railway line. Two days after landing, 
however, they were surrounded and 
destroyed by the Red Army in the 
swamps of northern Estonia. 

Capt. Meelis Ratsep, the organiser of 
this year’s event, said teams - mainly 
recruited from professional military 


units - from Belgium, Britain, China, 
Denmark, Finland, Germany, Hungary, 
Italy, Sweden, Turkey, and the United 
States have signed up to take part. 

The exercise, which glorifies the 
name of a terror organisation that was 
apparently formed after an order by 
Adolf Hitler, is being supported by the 
Estonian Ministry of Defence, 
Estonia’s central military HQ_ and a 
number of major local firms. 

► From Mina Sodman for 
Antifasistskiy motiv and Antifa-Net 
in Saint Petersburg 

NORWAY: Bar codes for 
immigrants 

AS SEPTEMBER’S GENERAL 
election campaign gathers speed, 
spokesmen from the racist Democrats 
seem eager to demonstrate their 
distance from the Norwegian 
democratic traditions. 

Earlier, the party proposed a ban 
on Islam, prompting public disgust. 
Since then, it has plunged further 
into the realm of stupidity. First, the 
party branch in Hurum, south of 
Oslo, gained notoriety after boasting 
about its anti-Muslim paintball 
exercises. The Democrats’ chairman, 
Vidar Kleppe, said that the army also 
trains with markers posing as Muslims 


and that he could see nothing wrong 
with it. The Oslo Anti-Racist Centre, 
however, saw it differently and asked 
the police and security services to keep 
an eye on the grotesquely misnamed 
Democrats. 

In Bergen, Democrats’ candidate 
Kenneth Rasmussen seems to have 
decided to bury the party once and 
for all. In a letter to the editor of 
Bergensavisen , he proposed, seemingly 
with Kleppe’s blessing, the registration of 
all immigrants and their children with 
bar codes for each ethnic group on their 
ID-cards, passports, drivers’ licenses and 
bankcards. Rasmussen also wants to 
register DNA samples from all non¬ 
western immigrants and refugees to keep 
track of their movements in Norway. 

“This would make Norway a police 
state like it was in Hitler’s days”, 
commented former priest and war hero, 
Hans Christian Mamen, famous for his 
efforts to save Norwegian Jews during 
the Second World War. 

The last time Norway had such a 
system was when the Nazi regime 
decided, in January 1942, to stamp the 
identity cards of all Norwegian Jews 
with a large, red J. This archive was later 
used by the Nazis during the arrest, 
deportation and murder of half of 
Norway’s Jews. 

► From Tor Bach for Monitor and 
Antifa-Net in Oslo 



SWEDEN: Attacks on Gay Pride in Stockholm 


NAZI ASSAULT HARASSMENT and 
intimidation again marred Stockholm's 
annual Gay Pride week in early 
August. 

On the first night, thugs connected 
to the nazi National Youth, who were 
armed with heavy stones, attacked 
two coffee houses frequented by the 
gay community. The nazis painted 
their symbol on the stones and their 
website expressed "understanding" 
for the "autonomous activists" that 
"had carried out the attack". On the 
second night, nazis assaulted two gay 
men outside the festival area but the 
police have good witnesses to 
the attack and hope to bring the 
criminals to justice. 

Two years ago, members of the 
fascist National Democrats attacked 
Pride's main event, the parade. 
Near the Royal Castle, a hundred 
activists attacked the parade. 
Facundo Unia was caught up in the 
assault and savagely beaten. Two 
years on, he has still not recovered. 
After the raid, 39 fascists were 
arrested and nine prosecuted, among 


them Marc Abramsson, the National 
Democrats, youth leader. Since that 
attack, the police have increased 
security but have still clearly not 
totally scared the nazis away. 

On the day of the big parade this 
year, 50 supporters of the National 
Socialist Front held a demonstration 


against 'the perversion of society' in 
another part of Stockholm. At the 
same time, more than 20,000 people 
marched on the Pride demonstration, 
cheered on by tens of thousands 
of Stockholmers. 

From Richard Slatt for Expo 
and Antifa-Net in Stockholm 











Labour beware! 

The BNP is coming for your voters... 


As the Labour Party 
gathers in Brighton this 
month for its annual 
conference, there will 
be little mention of the 
British National Party. 

The media will be 
fixated with rumours 
and gossip about the 
timing of Blair's 
departure, senior 
ministers will be 
positioning themselves 
for the eventual 
succession and 
delegates will be 
breathing a sigh of 
relief that the party is 
still in power. 

Nick Lowles 
it should also be 
thinking about the BNP. 


M any Labour MPs are 
nervous. The party was 
returned to power for a 
record third time but with 
a greatly reduced majority. There are 
dozens of new marginal seats, many 
in areas that were once considered 
Labour strongholds. 

Slashed majorities, an absence of 
activists and a very low turnout in many 
working-class communities are all 
causing sleepless nights for MPs and 
their agents. In most cases they are 
anxiously looking over their shoulders 
at the threat from the Liberal 
Democrats but, for quite a few MPs, 
the nervousness is caused by the British 
National Party. 

In this summer’s General Election 
the BNP saved its deposit in 34 
constituencies. All but one of these 
seats was held by Labour. The one 
exception was Birmingham Yardley, 
which was won by the Liberal 
Democrats from Labour. 

A breakdown of the results in 
many of these constituencies show that 
the BNP polled highest in some of 
the poorest areas. 

Some of its highest votes have been 
in Barking, Stoke-on-Trent, Burnley 
and the Black Country boroughs of 
Sandwell and Dudley. AJ1 these areas 
were once solid Labour heartlands 
but all have seen rapid decline in 
manufacturing. 

What should be of more concern is 
that many of these good results were 
achieved with very little effort. 
In Rotherham, South Yorkshire, the 
BNP polled 9% in the European 
Elections and 6% in the General 
Election with little more than a leaflet 
drop and a couple of stories in the local 
paper. There was even less effort put 
into Hyndburn, but the party still 
achieved 10.6% and 6.2% respectively. 
The BNP is making a conscious 


effort to win support in traditional 
working class communities. Its election 
manifesto talks of “workers’ ownership 
in a capitalist economy.” It continually 
presents itself as standing up for the 
values of “Old Labour”, which in its 
eyes means the white working class. 
Every edition of their newspaper carries 
articles about business bullies, Labour 
selling out British jobs and working- 
class communities being ignored. 

When Rover folded in the spring, 
the BNP quickly switched its focus 
away from its target constituency of 
Birmingham Erdington to Northfield, 
where many of the workers lived. 

In south and west Yorkshire and in 
the north east the BNP is working hard 
in the traditional mining communities 
around their campaign for a miners’ 
memorial day. Its recently produced 
leaflet claims that the British mining 
industry was “destroyed by the Tories,” 
“betrayed by Labour” and only 
“supported by the BNP.” 

The BNP also capitalises on fears about 
globalisation, migrant workers and EU 
bureaucracy in an attempt to demonstrate 
why it is the only political party that now 
cares about British workers. 

“The BNP stands for a British 
national economy and is opposed to 
globalism, international socialism, 
laissez-faire capitalism and economic 
liberalism,” read the BNP General 
Election manifesto. “We stand for 
rebuilding a strong national economy 
operating solely in the national interest. 
We favour as much national self- 
sufficiency as is practicably possible. 
We will trade with other nations when 
it is the best interests of our people and 
nation to do so.” 

It hopes that this, coupled with a 
policy of giving white British workers 
priority in the jobs and housing 
markets, will make the BNP attractive 
to a working-class audience. 





Even the Gate Gourmet dispute at 
British Airways has been seized on 
by the BNP. While it finds it hard to 
show solidarity to the largely Asian 
workforce, the BNP uses the company’s 
desire to replace its current labour force 
with cheap migrant workers as proof of 
the big business anti-British agenda. 

Labour not Conservative 

There was evidence that the BNP 
polled better in more affluent areas 
when it made its initial breakthrough in 
2002. Cliviger-with-Worsthorne, on 
the edge of Burnley, was a case in point. 
The most affluent ward in the borough, 
the BNP snatched a seat off the 
Conservative Party. 

Evidence from the BNP by-election 
victory in Mixenden, Halifax, also 
seemed to suggest that the fascists 
polled better in the more affluent 
Mount Tabor area than on the 
working-class Mixenden estate. 

However, more recent elections show 
a shift. Traditional Conservative voters, 
who might have voted BNP either in 
protest at their own party or as a way of 
ousting Labour councillors, have turned 
away from the BNP in more important 
elections. There is also evidence to 
suggest that these voters are more easily 
shamed into not voting for the BNP. 
When another by-election was held in 
Mixenden ten months after the first, 
the Mount Tabor and Pellan box swung 
heavily against the BNP. The BNP vote 
meanwhile, actually hardened on the 
Mixenden estate. 

Polling funded by the Joseph 
Rowntree Reform Trust shows that 
Conservative voters were more likely to 
switch to the UKIP while Labour voters 
were more likely to switch to the BNP. 
For many traditional Conservative 
voters, there is still a stigma attached to 
voting for the BNP. 

BNP not Conservative 

Former Hornchurch MP John Cryer, 
who lost his seat to the Conservatives at 
the general election, is in no doubt that it 
was the switch from Labour to the BNP 
which cost him the election. The BNP 
only polled 3.4% across the constituency 
but most, he argues, came from three 
traditionally strong Labour areas. 

Another problem for Labour is that 
many of its disillusioned traditional 
voters would never consider voting 
Conservative. For them, the BNP 
is the only alternative to abstaining. 
This was evident during the Barking &c 
Dagenham by-elections. 

The current voting system only 
reinforces the problem for the Labour 
Party. With the election being won in a 
handful of key marginal seats, resources 
and activists are taken out of areas 


considered strongholds. This only 
perpetuates the perception that Labour 
doesn’t care. 

The same prioritising means that the 
Conservative Party and the Liberal 
Democrats are unlikely to put resources 
into an area it has no hope of winning. 

The BNP can then flood an area 
and point to the disinterest from the 
other parties. 

Engagement is the key 

Of course, local Labour parties are 
also partly to blame. The quality of 
many local councillors leaves much to 
be desired. There is complacency and 
inactivity takes voters for granted. In the 
past voters would have simply abstained 
but now the BNP is galvanising and 
mobilising this constituency. 

At the national level the down¬ 
grading of local government has 
continued under Labour. 

Policies are one thing, making voters 
feel wanted and listened to is quite 
another. In too many of the areas where 
the BNP is advancing at the expense 
of Labour, voters have felt ignored. 
They are rarely contacted outside 
elections and even then they might only 
have a leaflet or two if they are lucky. 

One Labour councillor in London 
recently admitted that he had not 
canvassed for over fifteen years. This is 
simply not acceptable. 

There remain divisions inside the 
Labour Party as to how best to fight 
the BNP. There are still some, mainly at 
a senior level, who believe that the BNP 
should be ignored. The old oxygen of 
publicity’ argument no longer washes. 
The BNP are increasingly setting the 
agenda and rely on spreading myths and 
half-truths that, left unchallenged, 
become fact. The Africans for Essex’ lie 
is a case in point. 

Furthermore, fighting the BNP can 
rejuvenate a local party, especially one 
where many activists have decided to stay 
at home because of an opposition to 
the war or the Government’s domestic 
policies. The Labour Party branches in 
Oldham and Dagenham have both seen 
membership and activism rise on the 
back of fighting the BNP. 

The BNP will become an increasing 
problem for the Labour Party as it is 
slowly, but surely, positioning itself 
as an alternative in many of the 
traditional Labour heartlands. If the 
BNP can comfortably save its deposit 
in Rotherham during a period of 
relative prosperity, what will happen if 
the economy takes a downturn and 
unemployment rises? 

• For more information about 
Labour Friends of Searchlight, 

please ring 020 7681 8660. 
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News in brief 


Internet 
racists jailed 

A HUSBAND AND WIFE in Yorkshire have been 
jailed for stirring up racial hatred on a nazi 
website. Jeremy Oakley and wife Jacqueline 
were sent to prison last month for 18 months 
and 9 months respectively after admitting 
posting hate material on the White Nationalist 
Party site. 

Leeds Crown Court heard that Jacqueline 
Oakley, 34, posted a message using the alias 
White Riot 88. It read: "I'm shaking here. I want 
to rip a Paki's head off." 

The court was told she included a mobile 
phone number which led police to the home 
she shared with husband Jeremy, 41, in 
Thornhill, Dewsbury, west Yorkshire. Police 
raided the house where they seized a computer 
and racist literature. 

Prosecuting, Nicholas Lumley, said Jeremy 
Oakley, posted one Internet message following a 
race hate crime in Dewsbury in 2003. A terrified 
young Asian mum's house had been attacked by 
thugs who dumped pigs'heads in her garden as 
she cradled her one-year-old daughter. 

Mr Lumley said Oakley, posted the message, 
under the pseudonym Blitzkrieg 88: "We are the 
Thornhill White Wolves. We will not tolerate 
gangs of Paki scum in our area.They come, they 
run and the ones who get caught get a good 
kicking. The ones that moved into a house 
hahaha, pigs' heads are too good for you, you 
Paki scum. Next time it will be a White Wolves 
special attack." 

The court heard that Jeremy Oakley has past 
connections with Combat 18 and the British 
National Party. The Oakleys have since 
separated. Michael Smith, mitigating for Jeremy 
Oakley, said:"There's no evidence that Mr or Mrs 
Oakley were involved in the attacks on the 
Muslim lady... he no longer has an association 
with an extreme-right organisation." 

Richard Clews, mitigating for Jacqueline 
Oakley, said: "She is capable of changing and is 
ashamed of what she did." 

Earlier this year, Jeremy Oakley served an eight 
week prison sentence for failing to comply with 
an 18 month rehabilitation order.That order was 
imposed last September after he admitted 
sending former anti-fascist mole Andrew Sykes a 
threatening and abusive phone text message. 

Oakley sent a message stating, "Watch your 
mail you scum. Boom. CAT" to Mr Sykes, who 
infiltrated the BNP and went on to make 
The Secret Agent documentary that was 
screened last year. 

Judge Ian Dobkin told the couple: "The 
situation in this country is such that people 
have to be shown that the views they hold must 
be kept to themselves." 
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Scottish BNP man is community councillor 

A COMMUNITY COUNCILLOR in Inverness is also a leading 
figure in the British National Party in Scotland. 

Kenny Smith, the secretary of the BNP for Scotland, is vice- 
chairman of Smithton and Culloden Community Council. He is also 
organising a family event at Fort George to mark the bi-centenary of 
the Battle of Trafalgar next month. 

But while Highland councillors and others have expressed disgust at 
revelations of Smith’s BNP membership, his community council 
colleagues have taken no action. 

Chairman David Lafferty insisted that the body was non-political. 
He told the Inverness Courier that he had not been aware of Mr Smiths 
BNP role and that he “is not aware of my political beliefs either. 
It does not bother me that the vice-chairman is a high-ranking official 
of the BNP.” 

The Scottish Socialist Party, which tipped off The Inverness 
Courier about Mr Smith’s BNP role after his photograph appeared 
alongside an article about the Battle of Trafalgar event, has 
demanded Highland Council and the community council deal with 
the matter urgently. 

Steve Arnott, the SSP’s regional organiser, said community councils 
received funding from the Highland Council which had clear policies 
against racist and religious discrimination and described Mr Lafferty’s 
response as inadequate. 


BNP councillor 
assaulted wife and 
police officer 



A British National Party councillor is due to be 
sentenced later this month for attacking his 
wife and a police officer but the BNP are still 
backing him. 

Burnley magistrates told Brian Turner 
last month that he will escape a 
custodial sentence, but he will receive a 
community order after pleading guilty 
to assaulting his wife and a police 
officer who was called to the scene. 

Turner is the BNP councillor for 
Cliviger and Worsthorne. 

The party has said it is supporting him 
and his place on Burnley Borough Council, 
but opposition councillors have called for 
his resignation. 

Turner was arrested in February this 
year, after reports of a domestic violence 
incident at a house in St Cuthbert Street, 
Burnley. 

The court was told at a previous hearing 
how Turner, who has 11 previous 
convictions, was aggressive towards the 
police officer who tried to restrain him and 
kicked him in the leg. 

Turner is still awaiting sentencing, as his 
case has been adjourned several times for 
pre-sentence reports to be prepared. 

An earlier charge of criminal damage was 
dropped in February. 
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Migrant 
Workers 
in Britain 

Time to alter the terms of the debate 


Gangmasters 
overseeing seasonal 
workers picking 
onions on a farm in 
Warwickshire 


There are few more controversial issues in Britain today than 
migrant workers. The media vilify them. Employers exploit them. 
Gangmasters abuse them. Criminals traffic in them. 

The British National Party (BNP) scapegoat them. 

But, as Nick Lowles and Jon Cruddas MP argue, addressing the 
issue of migrant workers could not only alter the current discourse 
on race and immigration, but also undercut the potential of the 
fascist BNP to divide workers. 










B oston, Lincolnshire, June 
2004. Two seemingly separate 
events within four days said 
much about the state of 
Britain today and the general thrust 
of debate over migrant workers and 
immigration. 

On Thursday 10 June, 46.5% of 
voters in Boston voted for either the 
UK Independence Party (UKIP) or the 
BNP in the European Elections. It was, 
by some distance, the biggest combined 
vote for the two far-right parties 
anywhere in the country. 

Four days later, several hundreds 
Boston youths rioted after England’s 
defeat to France in the European 
Championships. Cars were burpt out, 
shop windows smashed and police 
pelted with bottles and bricks. 

Boston offered us a snapshot of the 
dangers lurking just beneath the surface 
of British society. Old traditional 
industries have declined and sink estates 
emerged. Resentment has grown and is 
increasingly directed at outsiders. 

The people of Boston did not 
vote for UKIP or the BNP because 
of the minutiae of the functioning 
of the European Parliament or even 
the draft texts of the much-abused 
EU Constitution. 

The single most important issue 
vexing their minds was migrant 
workers. It is estimated that 3,000 of 
Boston’s 55,000 residents are from 


Portugal alone. Across the Boston 
region, more than half of the 70,000 
agricultural and horticultural workers 
are believed to be foreign nationals. 

This is a picture repeated across rural 
England. Whereas once immigration 
was largely the preserve of the large 
conurbations, it is now visibly present 
throughout the country. 

Last year the TUC produced a report 
into the shift in migrant workers in 
Britain. “Propping up rural and small 
town Britain” analysed the workers 
who contacted the TUC for assistance. 
The study concluded: 

“Whilst less than a quarter (23 per 
cent) are to be found in London and 
just over one in ten are working in the 
South East (13 per cent), more than 
four in ten Eastern European workers 
are to be found in the rural counties 
of the Midlands, East Anglia and 
the South West, with Lincolnshire, 
Norfolk, Kent and Sussex home to 
the greatest numbers, the research 
suggests. This compares to official 
statistics from 2001 which found that 
48 per cent of all foreign nationals 
working in Britain were in the capital, 
with a further 20 per cent in the 
South East.” 

The rapid rise in migrant workers 
in Boston has had its effect. 
The local paper regularly carried 
letters complaining of their presence. 
Violence against them is not 
uncommon and related social issues, 
such as homelessness and discrim¬ 
ination, are widespread. The 46.5% 
vote was simply the political 
articulation of the apparent clash 
between the needs of the economy and 
the fears of the indigenous population. 

Flexible labour market 

There are few more controversial 
political issues than the role and 
status of migrant workers in this 
country. Witness the appalling way 
this issue was covered in the recent 
general election. 

Arguably, the Government has never 
systematically set out a clear set of 
principles that embrace the notion of 
immigration and its associated economic 
and social benefits. At the same time, 
however, it has tacitly used immigrant 
labour to help forge its preferred flexible, 
North American-style, labour market. 
Legal and illegal migrant labour has 
been central in replenishing the stock of 
labour needed across much of the public 
and private services, agriculture, 
construction and civil engineering. 
There is no reason to believe that this 
dependency on migrant labour in large, 
vital services of our economy will change 
in the foreseeable future. 


This situation is most acute in the 
capital. According to figures provided 
by the Office of National Statistics for 
the period 1992-2003, the annual 
inflows of international migrants into 
London more than doubled from under 
100,000 to roughly 200,000 per year. 

We can also assume that a 
large majority of those that are 
working illegally reside in the capital. 
The Government has recently 
estimated that these number up to 
570,000 in total although this does 
not include dependants. Alongside 
this, the National Audit Office has 
recently estimated up to 280,000 
individual failed asylum seekers in 
the country. Again this does not 
include dependants. 

The dynamic at work in terms of 
population inflows into London is 
extraordinary but remains unquantifiable 
in terms of the real levels of migration, 
economic activity and total population. 
There is no reason to believe that the 
vast majority of those people will remain 
long-term in the UK, or that the trends 
in migration will go into reverse. 

In contrast to these economic realities, 
the gearing of the electoral system pushes 
politicians into dangerous territory when 
considering race and migration. 
The preferences and prejudices of the 
swing voter in the swing constituencies 
retain disproportionate influence in our 
political system. As such, the modern 
politician seeks to neutralise - or 
triangulate around - difficult political 
terrain. There is no better example of this 
than the debate around migrant labour. 

Union concerns 

This process of triangulation is at odds 
with modern economic realities and the 
Government’s own economic strategy. 
The consequence of this policy of 
neutralisation is that we actually collude 
in the demonisation of the of the 
migrant and reinforce the isolation and 
vulnerability of these workers as the 
political landscape moves further and 
further to the right. 

The benefits to the British economy of 
migrant workers are clearly demonstrable. 
[See facts sheet\. There is a net contribution 
of £2. 3bn per annum into the GDP and 
many sectors would clearly struggle or 
even contract if it were not for them. 

However, there are also many 
concerns, some perceived and some very 
real. Many workers feel that their terms 
and conditions are under threat from 
cheap migrant labour. In terms of their 
relative position in the workplace many 
see the role of migrant labour as a 
central determinant in their own 
relative economic impoverishment. 
This, in turn, remains unchallenged in 
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most of the political debate on the 
labour market whilst the media and 
much of the political classes collude in 
the demonising of the migrant. 

The TUC is quick to stress that many 
migrant and indigenous workers are 
insulted by the low wages paid to them. 
“Our examples include anecdotal 
evidence from unions of contractors 
undercutting collectively agreed 
agreements in construction or of 
agencies keeping rates right down to the 
national minimum wage (or lower in 
some cases) despite ostensible shortages 
of workers in some regions,” says Tony 
Clark of the TUC, in a new Institute of 
Employment Rights (IER) book. 

“Statistical evidence is hard to find, 
but the recently published accession 
monitoring report shows that 80% of 
workers coming from the A8’ countries 
[these are the 8 Eastern European 
countries which have recently joined 
the expanded EU] since 1 May last year 
earned less than £5.99 per hour. By 
contrast, only 20% of the workforce as a 
whole earned less that £6.00 per hour.” 

In Sheffield, members of the Amicus 
union came out on strike after a 
company brought in labour from 
Portugal to work in an incinerator at 
the minimum wage, with little health 
and safety training, whereas the agreed 
rate for the job was over £9 per hour. 

Fortunately, in this instance, the 
unionised workers came out in 
solidarity and demanded better wages 
and conditions for the newly arrived 
workers. In other circumstances a 
resentful indigenous workforce could 
have easily found a racist outlet for what 
was clearly an attempt to undercut 
union rates of pay. 

This will no doubt become an 
increasing problem as employers see 
opportunities to use migrant workers to 
reduce their wage bills. The old maxim 
that immigration will dry up as the 
economy contracts will not necessarily 
be the case in the European single 
market. The pressure on employers to 
reduce their overheads will make 
migrant workers, on lower wages, even 
more attractive. It might be the case 
that fewer EU workers come to Britain 
speculatively seeking employment, but 
many gangmaster agencies now recruit 
abroad to fill specific vacancies for 
particular employers. 

This is why it is even more important 
to tighten the legislation and win the 
wider political argument over the issue. 

Unions like Unison have been rightly 
concerned about the poaching of skilled 
workers from poorer countries and how 
this contributes to the further 
impoverishment of their homeland. 
Nowhere is this more evident than in 
the National Health Service, which, 


despite Government assurances, 
continues to recruit trained staff from 
some of the poorer countries of Africa. 

Migrant workers need to be 
encouraged but this cannot be to the 
detriment of poorer countries or as 
a substitute for a properly funded 
training programme and adequate 
wages in Britain. 

Another area of concern is the lack of 
financial assistance given to local 
authorities to deal with the extra 
burdens on services brought about my 
legal and illegal migrant workers. 
Pressures on low-cost social housing, 
education and health services often 
cause councils great difficulties and 
resentment from local people. It is only 
by recognising the importance of 
migrant workers, and championing 
their role in the British economy that 
central Government can truly support 
local councils. 

In Boston, the shortage of existing 
local low-cost housing has caused 
resentment from local people towards 
the newly arrived workers but also led 
to massive over-crowding and 
gangmaster exploitation. 

Opportunities exist 

The Government appears paralysed, 
caught in the headlights of the right- 
wing press. To date, the debate around 
migrant labour has been fundamentally 
dishonest, in that it has tended to 
discuss the issue through a focus on the 
relative strength of the Governments 
immigration policy, rather than the 
actual material conditions experienced 
by the migrant workers and questions 
of their exploitation and issues of 
labour law. 

Because of this, fuelled of course by 
the media, debate is characterised by a 
muscular bidding war in terms of who is 
tougher on immigrants. Yet these self¬ 
same immigrants, both legal and illegal, 
are the economic backbone of 
Government labour market and public 
services policy. 

Many people inside the Labour Party 
were surprised that the Conservative 
Party’s outrageous use of the race card 
did not have more electoral effect. 
Indeed, if anything, the tactic backfired, 
and many reluctant Labour voters 
came back. 

Even amongst some voters who have 
expressed concern over race and 
immigration in Britain, all is not lost. 
The Joseph Rowntree Reform Trust 
funded some research into the views of 
possible BNP voters. Two focus groups 
were organised, one for people over 45 
years of age, and the second for people 
under 45. 

The older group were much more 
hostile towards immigration and 


multiculturalism generally. The younger 
group, however, were more selective in 
their opposition to immigration. 
Several of the respondents made a 
distinction between people they 
perceived had come to Britain and 
worked and those who they believed 
were abusing the system. 

“My next door neighbours come 
from abroad,” one male participant said. 
“I think they’re African, but both 
the husband and wife work - one’s a 
nurse, one’s a security guard - and 
they’re out on night shifts, out until 4, 
5 in the morning. 

“We get on with them. We have no 
doubt that they’re paying their taxes 
through their work and that’s the sort of 
people you get on with and you don’t 
feel aggrieved about but when you hear 
that someone’s coming into the country, 
they claim benefits straight away and 
get housing.” 

Another respondent admitted to 
supporting the BNP after receiving their 
Africans for Essex’ leaflet, which 
claimed that newly arrived immigrants 
were being given £50,000 to buy 
property in the borough. However, he 
too changed his mind after reading an 
investigation into the BNP which 
proved this to be untrue. “That is 
complete and utter rubbish. It’s like, 
hello, I’m African, here’s £50,000, go and 
buy a house. That’s not the case at all.” 

Taking the fight to the country 

The Government has made some 
strides towards improving the 
conditions of migrant workers. 
The Gangmaster Licensing Act, 
brought to Parliament in response to 
the deaths of the 23 Chinese cockle- 
pickers at Morecombe Bay, was an 
attempt to eradicate the worst practices 
of the gangmasters. Many people, 
however, have criticised the limiting of 
the Act to just agricultural, food and 
shellfish industries. While new 
legislation is proposed for domestic 
“slaves”, there are many other 
industries, particularly in the restaurant 
trade, where gangmasters continue to 
exploit and abuse. 

Enforcement will be another 
problem. As one gangmaster is closed 
down another will set up to take his 
place virtually overnight. And successful 
prosecutions are dependent on there 
being workers who are confident 
enough to make public complaints. 

We’ll only be able to keep people away 
from racist politics if we promote the 
virtues of migrant workers and a 
multiracial society. We need to be bold 
and confident in our arguments and 
politically go on the offensive. We need 
to confront forcefully the tabloid hysteria 
and turn the current debate on its head. 
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And this cannot be done by 
Government alone. It will take trade 
unions and anti-racist activists on the 
ground to win the arguments with their 
work colleagues, their neighbours and 
their families. We cannot rely on the 
media to present an honest debate so 
we have to use our own networks and 
audiences. Assisting in the production 
of suitable material will be one of 
Searchlights major priorities over the 
next year. 

Much of this will not be easy. 
Many minds have been warped by 
a racist media, which has played 
on existing unease and stereotyping. 
We have to confront hard issues head 
on, however uncomfortable that may be. 
We may even have to stare into the 
eyes of a racist and ask them exactly how 
they expect their pension to be paid in 
the future. 

The publication of the recent 
Immigration, Asylum and Nationality 
Bill reconsiders offences related to the 
employment of illegal workers. 
Although this Bill fails to regularise the 
status of illegal migrant workers in the 
way proposed in the IER report, (see 
box article), it does allow an opportunity 
to raise issues of public policy and 
employment law over the next year. 

It will also be necessary to have a 
proper and calm discussion about 
legalising the illegal workers in 
Britain, possibly through an amnesty 
as is occurring in parts of the US. 
We know they exist, the tabloids know 
they exist so why not discuss it? 
An amnesty will not only regulate their 
status but bring them into the system. 
The Chancellor will collect taxes and 
the workers will receive employment 
rights. The tabloids will howl but an 
honest and transparent debate about 
migrant workers and immigration 
generally will also win over doubters. 
It is precisely this lack of transparency 
and dishonesty that is causing so many 
problems at present. 

These initiatives might well help in 
beginning to alter the terms of debate 
around race and migration in this 
country - arguably the greatest single 
failure of the New Labour Government 
since 1997. 

In the meantime, the trade unions 
and anti-racist groups must take the 
fight to support and improve 
the conditions of migrant workers 
into the workplace and communities. 
This way we are not only helping the 
workers themselves but removing the 
ability of employers to use foreign-born 
workers to undercut British jobs. 
A failure to do so, coupled with 
downturn in the British economy, could 
see many more Bostons around the 
country. ^ 
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LABOUR 
MIGRATION AND 
EMPLOYMENT 
RIGHTS 


edited by Bernard Ryan 

This new book from the 
Institute of Employment 
Rights - the culmination of 
eight months of discussion 
by leading experts in 
migration and employment 
law - raises important new 
policy suggestions. The aim 
is to develop a rights-based agenda which 
will protect not only migrant labour but all 
vulnerable and exploited workers. 

Special offer for Searchlight 
readers: publisher's price £12 - 
offer price Q! (includes p&p) 
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RIGHTS 


Send your cheque (payable to 
IER, and quote SI) to IER at 
177 Abbeville Road 
London SW4 9RL 
020 7498 6919 
office@ier.org.uk 
www.ier.org.uk 



This report provides a vital contribution to public policy 
making in this country. It sets out the reasoned case for a 
major reform in policy so as to improve the position of 
migrant workers in our economy and consequently in 
our society. 

It alters our perspective away from seeing migrant labour 
issues as issues of immigration policy and toward an 
employment rights approach. 

Its recommendations include: 

• The UK should implement a regularisation 
programme for unauthorised persons based on proof 
of presence rather than on proof of employment. 

• The Workers' Registration Scheme for A8 nationals 
should be brought to an end as soon as possible. 

• Migrant workers should have an unlimited right to 
change employer and occupation after a short period, 
such as three months, has elapsed. 

• All asylum seekers should be granted permission 
to work. 

• Unauthorised workers should not be prevented by the 
doctrine of illegality from enforcing employment 
contracts and employment rights. 

• The Gangmasters' Licensing Authority should not be 
merged with the Health and Safety Executive. Its focus 
should be on the enforcement of labour standards and 
not be extended to immigration enforcement. 

• An individual opt-out from the 48-hour maximum 
working week should not be valid unless it is attached 
to a document in the worker's mother tongue, or a 
language in which the worker is literate. 

• It should be a criminal offence for an employer, 
agency or other body to retain a worker's identity 
documents without their consent. 


v | September 2005 | 


irchlight 






















New ways of organising 

The Association of Latin American Workers 


By Nick Lowles 

LONG BEFORE DAYBREAK many are 
already hard at work on the streets of 
London. Mini-cab drivers ferry late- 
night partygoers home. Cleaners are 
tidying up the offices and roads and 
kitchen staff are preparing for the 
breakfast rush. 

The capital is teeming with people 
and most are not UK citizens. 
The hours are unsociable and the 
conditions are often dreadful. 

"Migrant workers are amongst the 
most exploited in our society" says 
Paul Haste, the T&G organiser who 
helps support the Association of Latin 
American Workers (ALAW) in London. 
The group was set up a year ago by 
the union and is now blossoming. 

Summary dismissals, no contracts, 
unpaid wages and no holiday pay are 
just some of the issues facing the 50- 
100,000 Latin Americans working in 
London. Most work in bar, restaurant 
and cleaning businesses. 

"They fall into two groups," Haste 
explains. There is an older, more 
established group who arrived here 
many years ago, usually as refugees. 
Then you have a younger group, many 
who combine work with studying. 
They simply want to earn money and 
then return home." 

It is also wrong to talk about one 
cohesive 'Latin American' community 
in London. They came from twenty 
different countries and even within 
each of these there is no single 
community identity. The Colombians 
in London reflect the deep divisions 
within their own society. 

The conditions many work and live 
in are awful. Many couples double-up 


in a single bedroom. Some employers 
exploit their poor English and 
uncertain legal status, sometimes by 
employing other Latin Americans as 
supervisors to threaten and cajole the 
other employees. 

Haste has hundreds of cases on his 
books but recruitment and organising 
is quite different from usual trade 
unionism. "Most come to us when they 
have a problem, when they have been 
fired or not been paid. They hear about 
us through word of mouth. Normally, 
unions don't take up cases until 
workers have been in unions for a set 
time but this simply can't happen here." 

One of the first tasks is to win the 
trust of the Latin American workers, 
which is not easy as Paul Haste 
admits. "Most are coming from 
countries where being involved in a 
trade union will lead to you being 
persecuted. In the case of Colombia, 
where 80% of the Latin Americans in 
London originate, it could literally 
lead to your death. 

"Many are also unsure of the legal 
system here, what their rights are and 
even that they are allowed to join 
unions. On top of that unions are also 
treated with suspicion. We are, in their 
eyes, officialdom." 

The ALAW has been organised 
semi-independently from the union. 
It began a year ago and is run by a 
handful of Latin American volunteers 
who come to the office after work. 
"Distance and independence from the 
union is important," insists Haste. 
"They have to organise from within 
their community." 

Employers exploit their employees' 



lack of knowledge about workers' 
rights and their legal status but the 
presence of the union often sorts out 
a problem immediately. "There have 
been several cases where workers just 
haven't been paid or are just sacked 
on the spot," says Haste. "Often it just 
takes one call to remind the 
employers of their legal position for 
the problem to be rectified." 

There have been other more 
difficult cases such as when a 
restaurant owner in North London 
sacked a worker rather than pay her 
maternity leave. The union got 
involved but, rather than back down, 
the owner circumvented the law by 
declaring himself bankrupt. He then 
opened up another restaurant in the 
same area shortly after. 

But that is the exception. When Tesco 
sacked a cleaner for eating a muffin 
that was due to be thrown out, the 
union took up the case. Tesco did not 
employ the cleaners and so had no 
legal right to sack them. The worker 
won a case for unfair dismissal and 
received compensation. 

The group is new and still finding 
its feet but it reflects the changing role 
of unions in this country. "It has 
required a change in how we 
look at organising," admits Haste. 
"These workers move around and so 
it is a case of them taking the union 
with them rather than organising 
a workplace." 

It is hard work but it is already 
improving the lives of hundreds of 
migrant workers. ^ 
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Migrants 

The facts - rrrrrr 


£2.5bn °a. 


40% of new doctors and 
dentists come from abroad. 
Of course we need to train 
our own medical staff but 
that takes time. In some of 
the poorer areas of Britain 
a third of doctors will retire 
within 5 years. In 2004 over 
45,000 health care staff 
came from abroad. 


Treasury figures show migrant workers add 
£2.5bn more to the economy a year than they 
receive in benefit and services. Foreign-born 
workers already generate 10% of our GDP. 

157,000 

The net migration into Britain last year. 

23% - 8% 175 million 

The UN estimate of migrant workers 
across the world. 

68 million 

The number of extra workers that will by needed 
in the EU by 2050 just to stabilise the workforce. 


250,000 

The number of Australians living 
and working in Britain. 

78p 

workers packing fruit for a supermarket 
were left with wages of just 78p a week 
after their gangmaster deducted rent 


and transport costs. 


A recent MORI poll found that 
people estimated the 
proportion of ethnic minorities 
in Britain as 23% when the real 
figure is a third of that at 8%. 



No signature 

The UK has not signed the UN 
Convention on the Protection of 
the Rights of All Migrant 
Workers and Members of their 
Families (1990) and there is no 
law against trafficking people 
for forced labour in the UK. 



600,000 

The number of vacancies 
currently in the UK. 

Pension 
timebomb 

Britain is facing a pension timebomb. 
The value of our pensions are 
decreasing and there are more old 
people. By 2050 there will be only two 
workers for every person retired. Who 
is going to pay for our pensions? 


49 % 

An average of 49 per cent of 
migrant domestic workers 
registered with support 
organisation Kalayaan had their 
passports taken by their employers. 

1.2 million 

The Government estimate that 1.2 million 
workers will be needed over the next few years. 

£ 2,000 


UNISON documented cases where workers were charged 
up to £2,000 by agencies in countries of origin just to be put 
forward for work in the UK. Others were told that they must 
work for at least two years or pay a 'fine' of up to £7,000. 


Useful websites 
www.tuc.org.uk 
www.stophumantraffic.org 
www.jcwi.org.uk 
www.ier.org.uk/migrant.htm 
www.refugeecouncil.rg.uk 
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News in brief 


Teenager jailed for racist attack 

A RACIST TEENAGE THUG who attacked 
three Asian schoolboys after they were hunted down 
by a gang behaving like a “pack of wolves” received a 
16 month jail sentence last month. 

James Peters, 18, was part of a 100 strong mob 
which chased and battered the children, aged 11 and 
14, who were playing near their school. 

Two of the children were beaten unconscious and 
the third was left with serious cuts and bruises. 

Passing sentence, district judge Alan Berg said the 
attack was like “wolves seeking, stalking and chasing 
their prey.” He condemned the “unbridled racist 
thuggery” and stressed that Mr Peters showed 
“no mercy.” 

Mr Peters, who was 17 at the time of the assaults, 
was convicted of carrying out the beatings along 
with four accomplices last month, but he ran from 
the court during a break in the proceedings. He was 
later arrested at his home in Oldham, Lancashire. 

The others were Jason Brassington, 17, 
Brandon Crossley, 16, Stephen Lees, 16, and 
Michael Culkin, 16. 

Brassington and Crossley were both sentenced to 
16 months detention. Lees received eight months in 
a young offenders’ institution and Culkin received a 
community based punishment. 


BNP man accused of 
posing as journalist 


Gegen den 
Fascnismus 
der 

deutscner 

Regierung 


LAWRENCE RUSTEM, the former British 
National Party candidate for Barking and 
Dagenham, has been accused of posing 
as a Barking and Dagenham Recorder 
reporter to try and get information from a 
London council. 

Hackney Council contacted the newspaper 
last month to tell them that Lawrence 
Rustem, who was the BNP's Dagenham 
candidate in the General Election, had just 
visited their main offices to request 
information about a housing scheme. 

A council press officer, who spoke to 
Mr Rustem, claimed that he told housing 
officers and her that he worked for the 
Barking and Dagenham Recorder. 

The officer told the newspaper: "He just 
turned up at our offices, pretending to be 
from your newspaper, wanting figures for 
people moving to your borough, through a 
scheme called Fresh Start which we don't 
even do in your area." 
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Mick Rix 
outlines 
the GMB's 
campaign 
strategy 
against 
the BNP 


Target BNP 


T he GMB union has taken part 
in campaigns and helped 
organise against fascists for 
many years. 

GMB activists and officers in the 
east end of London have recently 
helped form a key anti-fascist group in 
Barking and Dagenham and turned out 
nearly everyday in the run-up to the 
General Election. Alongside other 
trade unionists, Searchlight, community 
activists and the Dagenham Labour 
Party, the union was heavily involved in a 
successful campaign in the Goresbrook 
ward by-election which resulted in the 
British National Party (BNP) losing its 
council seat. On some days we had 30 to 
40 local GMB activists supporting the 
anti-fascist campaign. 

It was good to see the enjoyment and 
enthusiasm that our members showed, 
culminating in one hot Saturday during 
the recent Goresbrook by-election. 
Local boy, Billy Bragg, turned out to do 
his bit. After doing the rounds, delivering 
leaflets, and talking to the community, 
Billy played a few songs back in the 
Labour Rooms, and dedicated them to 
the local GMB activists for their hard 
work in Barking and Dagenham. 

Target BNP 

Our work has not been confined to the 
East End of London. Our activists and 
officers have dedicated countless hours 
and days to opposing the BNP and 
other fascist groups wherever they pose 
a threat. We have been especially active 
in west Yorkshire, the North East and 
the North West. 


To 


awareness 


complement this growing 
and activity, the GMB 
have just launched a new campaign 
“Target BNP”. In its initial stages, the 
campaign is being piloted in three 
regions and will then be launched 
nationwide if successful. 

The aim of Target BNP is to 
make anti-fascist activity mainstream 
throughout the union and to carry 
this over into the workplaces and 
communities where we have 
membership strength and organisation. 
Following on from lessons learned 
up and down the country, Target BNP 
is not just an anti-BNP electoral 
campaign. Its very essence is about 
challenging the causes of fascism, 
whilst mainstreaming anti-fascist work 
through all sections of the unions 
structures into the workplace and the 
community as a whole. 

Target BNP also sees the importance 
of tackling the key elements of fascist 
propaganda on housing, employment, 
regeneration and health in all 
our communities. Research and 
campaigning projects around these key 
themes are at various stages. 
For example, Target BNP is committed 
to promoting the social model of 
affordable housing - a key issue 
amongst working people today. 
We have committed support for the 
4 th Option as the only real viable 
alternative to ease the frustrations of 
working people and the only real fast 
solution to easing the housing crisis 
and, at the same time, we are attacking 
the myths generated by the BNP. 







Winning the arguments 

Another valuable solution is to tackle the 
issues of public monies being invested in 
public service. We must ensure, through 
the introduction of contract compliance, 
that those services that are contracted 
out have decent standards of 
employment opportunities and good 
treatment and conditions for employees. 
However the brave step forward is to 
target this work also at the bought-in 
services and suppliers. These are growth 
areas, with many people being badly 
exploited for the sake of the cheap 
option. Just imagine if local authorities, 
managed, through a collective agreement 
with unions, to ensure that all contracted 
out and bought-in services and suppliers 
were made to employ a percentage of the 
local population, with union negotiated 
conditions and a minimum wage above 
the national entitlement and com¬ 
mitment to introduce skills and training. 
Those monies provided by the public 
sector, that are currently lining the 
pockets of the private company directors 
in the provision of contracted out 
services, would start to generate wealth 
creation amongst the workforce and the 
local community. This would crush 
another myth of the fascists on issues 
such as employment and the quality 
of employment. 

However these are not the only 
myths in these vulnerable communities 
that are peddled by the hatred and 
hopelessness of the BNP. The BNP 
have been successful in targeting many 
white working-class people because 
they feel disenfranchised from the 
political process. It must be said that 
some of the research shows that people 
have voted for the BNP because they 
feel they have been abandoned by the 
Labour Party. And it is noticeable, that 
the BNP are not really challenging in 
areas where the Tories or Liberals are 
strongest but mainly in heartland areas 
where the Labour Party has been the 
dominant force for many a year. 

When I was out canvassing in 
Barking in the Goresbrook by-election, 
many people stated that it was the first 
time in nearly 30 years that anyone had 
really bothered to show their face and 
even put a leaflet out from the Labour 
Party. Whole areas of that constituency 
felt abandoned and many of the local 
community felt they were not being 
listened to. The fascists will exploit 
these tendencies and have done so 
successfully. That does not mean to say 
that the only reason people voted BNP 
in these areas was because they felt 
abandoned, but underneath there is a 
problem with ignorance about race and 
racism which the BNP has exploited. 

Target BNP will also, as part of its 
ambitious programme, be setting up 


education courses, to help create teams 
of GMB organisers, trained to a high 
standard, on anti-fascist, workplace and 
community organising skills. They will 
be assigned to the political officer in the 
region and put to work with the local 
community, the local anti fascist groups, 
and the Labour Party in the key target 
seats that the BNP will be trying to 
exploit at the local elections in May 
2006. These activists will hopefully 
come from local branches, reinforcing 
our commitment to driving out fascist 
activity in the workplace, and taking 
workplace leadership skills into the 
community. Where this has been 
applied, it has brought new activists 
into the union. The aim now is to create 
the next generation of workplace, 
political and community activists, 
reinforcing or even recreating those 
links with the local Labour Parties and 
reinvigorating them to new challenges 
and policies that will deliver for 
working people and their communities. 

We are pleased that the three regions, 
who will be piloting this campaign, 
will see GMB activists committed to 
weaving their talents and skills in 
fighting back in those communities 
that are under threat and making 
community/workplace action a reality, 
in not just fighting the BNP at 
elections, but also in fighting the causes 
that create fascism and racism in the 
first place. Hopefully our activists will 
be able to make a difference alongside 
other good trade unionists, community 
activists and local Labour parties. 

We can only do our bit where we 
have member strength. If, however, the 
whole of the trade union movement 
came together in workplace/community 
organising campaigns that were 
coordinated in the regions and 
nationally by the TUC, we would be 
pooling resources rather than 
duplicating them. We would have trade 
unions leading the fight back against 
fascism and racism. If unions lead 
together on coordinated projects, it 
helps deliver the talent we have in our 
ranks that can give the hammer blow to 
those in the nazi BNP that peddle 
hatred and despair in our communities. 

Workplace activists from the local 
area who get involved in community 
organising, coupled with political 
activity on the ground, can deliver 
the strength and determination for the 
regeneration of political activism. 
After all, its not a proud achievement 
that, in some areas, living conditions 
have not altered for generations. 
Those that turn a blind eye to that 
fact are planting the seeds that nurture 
the growth of fascism in the future. 

Other key elements of the campaign 
will be to look at getting into schools to 


explain the role of trade unionism 
through anti-fascist and anti-racist 
activity. So we reach out to people 
before they are voting, and formulating 
their opinions. Another key element 
has got to be the reaching out to people 
who, in recent years, have come to 
this country to start a new life for 
whatever reason. 

Defeating fascism and the 
causes of fascism 

Target BNP is a challenge - it’s about 
getting into the fascists’ faces, driving 
them out of the workplace, and out of 
the community. Target BNP will be 
working alongside trade unions in the 
communities where our members serve 
and live. The most effective way of 
defeating the causes of fascism is 
community-based political activity, 
pushing hard for policies that deliver a 
better life for all. 

Mainstreaming our activity will assist 
trade unionists that think anti-fascist 
activity is the sole preserve of either the 
ultra-left or their race or equality 
committees. Hopefully, this attitude of 
mainstreaming anti-fascism will also 
gather momentum inside the Labour 
Party where the creation of the 
Labour Friends of Searchlight group by 
the Parliamentary Party is a positive sign. 

However, we need to go further. 
Gordon Brown made positive statements 
on the GMB anti-fascist campaigns this 
year. But there are still some that bury 
their head in the sand. They have not 
woken up to the fact that the BNP is 
generally not standing to take Tory or 
Liberal Democrat seats but Labour ones. 
That is where its line of attack comes 
from. It also gives us the chance of 
pushing the real policies of change that are 
needed to improve peoples’ lives through 
the provision of good housing and 
employment prospects, to name a few. 

At the TUC and the Labour Party 
conferences this year, there is a chance to 
make significant progress by co¬ 
ordinating our activities. Trades unions 
can rightly take the lead in these 
campaigns, determining the way 
forward on fighting fascism and the 
causes of racism and fascism in the 
workplace and the wider community. 
Whatever we decide as a collective 
union movement in pursuing these 
objectives, there will have to be greater 
recognition of the dangers we face. 
We must send out a stronger message by 
being better organised. Taking charge of 
the situation will help defeat the fascists 
and the racists at the ballot and also, 
crucially, the causes of fascism by years 
of neglect and abandonment. ^ 

• For more details contact 
stopthebnp@gmb.org.uk 
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The problem lies in the centre 

right-wing extremism in German unions 


Klaus Maler for Antifa-Net in Berlin 


THE SOCIAL GROUP most 
strongly represented in the German 
trade unions is also the most 
problematic as far as right-wing 
extremism is concerned, a study by 
social scientists at Berlins influential 
Free University has revealed. 

The aim of the study, commissioned 
by the educational foundations of the 
German trade Union Federation 
(DGB) and of the Metal Workers 
Union (IG Metall), was to establish the 
extent of right-wing extremist ideas and 
attitudes inside the labour movement. 

At the beginning of June 2005, the 
researchers released the results of their 
study which went a big step further 
than an earlier, but smaller, probe 
conducted shortly before the 1998 
regional elections in Saxony-Anhalt in 
which the fascist Deutsche Volksunion 
(DVU) subsequently won 13.6%. 

At that time, it came as a deep shock 
that sections of the trade union 
movement displayed an above-average 
readiness to cast their vote for a right- 
wing extremist party. The latest inquiry 
covered not only a substantially larger 
circle of people - 4,000 people in both 
eastern and western Germany, half of 
whom belong to trades unions - but 
was conducted with an extensive range 
of questions formulated with regard to 
their interviewees’ attitudes as well as 
their social positions. 

The sociologists carried out interviews 
with all 4,000 people according to agreed 
definitions of the educational level, 
income and job status of their subjects. 
Interestingly, they found no substantial 
difference between the opinions of union 
members from the bottom and top ends 
of the status ladder and those who do 
not belong to unions. 

As in the wider population, about 20% 
of trade union members hold right- 
extremist views. This is bad in itself 
because, as organisations ostensibly based 
on ideas of solidarity, trade unions should 
not simply mirror the consciousness of 
the wider population. 

The more differentiated the research 
became, however, the more serious are 
the problems that emerged. The study 


confirmed the oft-made made 
statement that right-wing extremism 
finds strongest expression in the lowest 
social layers. Union members are only 
very slightly less extreme right-wing 
than non-union people. 

However, in the lowest layers, it is 
among the unskilled, who constitute 
only ten per cent of union members, 
that the results are most worrying, for 
here the union members are twice as 
likely to hold extreme right-wing views 
as their unorganised counterparts. 

The key problem in the trade 
unions, however, lies in their central 
layer composed of skilled workers 
and employees holding positions of 
responsibility. These form the bulk of 
trade union membership, with almost 
half of all union members and 43% of 
union officials belonging to this 
stratum. In this layer, one and a half 
times as many people were found to 
have extreme right-wing views as in the 
unorganized “control” group. 

The researchers explain this heavy tilt 
by reference to the fact that this layer of 
union members sees themselves as the 
“double” - that is, social and political - 
victims of the neo-liberal policies of 
recent years. Having profited from 
successful wage policies in the past, 
they now they see themselves 
threatened by social decline and their 
life achievements thrown into question. 
Also, because the power of the trade 
unions has been reduced, as active 
trade-unionists they also feel them¬ 
selves now in the role of political losers. 
The deep frustration that results 
from changes in the labour market 
is expressed, in the view of the 
researchers, in an overproportional turn 
to right-wing extremism. 

The authors stress that the 
susceptibility to right-wing extremist 
attitudes does not simply stem from 
aspects of socio-economic status like 
income, job modernity and the pre¬ 
cariousness of industrial relations. 
Socio-political orientations, they argue, 
play an equally important role. These 
include attitudes to social and political 
conditions and value orientations like 


democratic and participatory convictions 
or, on the other hand, authoritarian 
characteristics such as rigidity of thought 
and the inclination to adopt simple 
solutions to complex problems. 

Whether people - trades unionists 
and non-trades unionists alike - develop 
right-wing extremist attitudes, depends 
in the long run on how they handle the 
threats to their work and living situation 
from globalisation and competition that 
is undercutting their wages. 

The question posed, for trade 
unionists above all, however, is whether 
they regard the effects of economic 
competition as “force of circumstances” 
and look for scapegoats among 
“foreigners” or, more positively, organise 
resistance and solidarity to fight back 
against attempts to make them pay for 
the crisis. 

In the past two years, trade unionists 
have been involved with two important 
developments: the protest against the 
Hartz IV reform of the benefits 
system and the appearance of a new 
political constellation calling itself the 
“Left Party”. 

It is worth looking at both to see 
whether, as in the trade unions, there is 
a presence of right-wing attitudes. 

The summer of 2004 witnessed a 
wave of protests and demonstrations, 
particularly in eastern Germany, against 
the Hartz IV programme. This policy 
threatens, above all, the standards of 
living of the “central layer” described 
above because, under its terms, anyone 
who becomes jobless will, after 12 
months on the dole, be dropped to the 
level of social welfare. 

The fact that right-wing extremists 
and outright nazis tried to insinuate 
themselves into many of the demon¬ 
strations was a new phenomenon. 
Worse, in some cases they even co¬ 
organized the protest actions and, on 
many occasions, little was done to deal 
decisively with them. The signal was 
clear: protests against welfare cuts are not 
a monopoly of the left or the trade unions. 

Research by the Berlin Science 
Centre (WZB) answered the question 
as to whether anti-Hartz IV 
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demonstrators felt attracted to extreme 
right-wing parties with a clear “no” and 
75% of east German demonstrators 
were found to agree with the statement 
that socialism is “a good idea, 
badly implemented”. 

The WZB survey was, it has to be said, 
much more restricted than the DGB 
survey, having approached 1,000 
demonstrators in only five big cities and 
on just one day, 13 September. By then, 
also, the number and background of the 
participants had reverted to the usual 
small circles of left-wing demonstrations. 

Was there, however an overlap of 
right and left-wing positions? Some 
banners could be interpreted as leaning 
in this direction. So, too, could the 
toleration of the presence of right-wing 
extremists. And the DGB study 
contains a reference that assists an 
understanding of part of the WZB 
survey. The DGB authors refer to a 
circle of people that is extremely 
dissatisfied with present social and 
political conditions, that is critical of 
the social system and represents, in part, 
an orthodox leftist socialism. 

This same current is also, however, 
strongly state-fixated, authoritarian and 
hostile to democracy, a tendency that - 
argue the researchers - renders it 
susceptible to anti-foreigner sentiments. 
Unfortunately, there has been no large- 
scale investigation into the thinking of 
this social current which reaches far into 
the left-wing Party of Democratic 
Socialism (PDS) and which was 
represented in the street protests against 
Hartz IV. 


Because of this month’s general 
elections, the newly-launched and 
mainly west German-based 7,000- 
strong Election Alternative for Social 
Justice (WASG) has rushed into 
political wedlock with the mainly east 
German-based 85,000-strong PDS. 
The resulting pairing - rebranded ‘Left 
Party PDS” - has hit the political 
landscape like a whirlwind. Opinion 
polls have shown it to be the strongest 
party in the east. In the west, where the 
PDS has regularly flopped in elections, 
polling only between 1 and 2%, the new 
bloc is notching up 8 per cent, a tally 
that puts it close behind the Greens. 
For the parliamentary elections, the 
Left Party is forecast to win 12%, which 
would make it the third strongest party 
in the Bundestag. 

The WASG was mainly set up by 
disappointed trade unionists and Social 
Democrats and its activists, to a large 
extent, come from the central stratum 
of the unions which has been trying, on 
a left social democratic basis, to halt the 
ruling Social Democratic Party’s (SPD) 
neo-liberal course. 

The Left Party is forcing the other 
parties to look to the left. Nevertheless, 
since June 2005, there has been a 
discussion about whether the Left Party 
is xenophobic. The Left Party’s top 
candidate Oskar Lafontaine, a former 
national chairman and one-time prime 
ministerial candidate of the SPD, has 
announced on a demonstration, that it 
is the state’s task to protect against 
“foreign workers” who “are taking jobs 
away with cheap labour”. 


The term “foreign worker” has certain 
notoriety, having been deployed 
throughout the Nazi period and even 
applied to slave labour. The media and 
the other parties quickly picked up on 
Lafontaine’s use of the expression and 
labelled the Left Party as “extreme 
right-wing”. 

The nazi Nationaldemokratische 
Partei Deutschlands (NPD) completely 
marginalised in the electoral debate at 
the moment but never slow to react 
opportunistically, even got a short-lived 
media boost by stating that it was 
infiltrating the Left Party. 

There is widely-held suspicion that 
Lafontaine is fishing in these muddy 
waters in a bid to retrieve the “protest 
votes” that have been drifting to the likes 
of the NPD and DVU. It is questionable, 
however, as to whether these “protest 
voters” actually exist. Here again, the 
DGB study might help, pointing out 
that “persons who are particularly 
xenophobic” also tend to be antisemitic, 
play down the crimes of Nazism and are 
drawn to calls for “a strong leader” 

“There is, says the DGB study, 
“no labour or trade union-specific “lite” 
version of right-wing extremism”, that 
is solely xenophobically focused but 
untouched by the other dimensions 
mentioned above. 

Therefore the question arises of 
whether the 20% that the NPD 
grabbed in some districts of Saxony last 
year were protest votes - and thus could 
increase - or whether the right-wing 
extremists have exhausted their 
maximum potential vote of 20%. ^ 
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Home News 


The return of 
the Yorkshire 
crazy gang 

By Sam King 

“YOU GET KNOCKED DOWN 
BUT YOU GET UP AGAIN,” 
appears to be the motto for some of the 
most unlikely nazi leaders in this 
country. Just when you think that 
Eddie Morrison and his sometimes 
friend John Wood have taken their 
small but merry band of travellers up 
another dead end, they reappear under a 
different name. 

His latest outfit is the Nationalist 
Alliance, formed only six months ago, 
but even this is now in talks over a 
possible merger with the far-right 
Freedom Party, led by barrister 
Adrian Davies. 

A possible new party is the latest 
twist in a remarkable few years for the 
man who was once BNP Yorkshire 
organiser in the late 1980s. He hit 
the bottle and disappeared, albeit 
temporarily, from public view. He re- 
emerged in the late 1990s and since 
then has been in five different 
organisations, leading all but one! 

His first re-incarnation appeared in 
the guise of the National Front (NF) 
and before long he had used his 
extensive Yorkshire contact book to 
resurrect the regionally defunct group. 

One of the people he brought back in 
was Sheffield-based John Wood, 
another veteran nazi with more than 
30 years involvement. Their love-hate 
relationship has seen the creation and 
later destruction of many groups since 
the 1960s. 

Eddie Morrison could also rely on 
former Cl 8-propagandist Kevin 
Watmough and the highly dubious 
Tony White, who only a few years 
before had been outcast as an informer. 
Watmough and Morrison announced 
that their vilification of White had been 
wrong and the trio soon set about 
establishing the Yorkshire region as one 
of the most active in the NF. 

Fallouts 

The good times were not to last as 
Morrison fell out with Wood and then 
White had a disagreement with NF 
National Secretary Mick Shore. 
White was a Cl8 loyalist while 
Hinckley-based Shore backed the rival 



faction within the Blood and Honour 
music scene. The two factions almost 
came to blows during the summer of 
2002 and the crazy gang left to form 
Yorkshire NF as a semi-independent 
group that autumn. 

Any hope of a rapprochement with 
the NF soon faded and Eddie Morrison 
launched Aryan Unity. 

Tony White and Eddie Morrison 
were next to fall out, after the 
latter made a pass at a member of 
Whites family. 

Aryan Unity proved to be little more 
than an Internet party and within a few 
months the White Nationalist Party 
(WNP) was formed and grew quickly. 
They were joined by most of the North 
West NF region, plus new groups in 
the West Midlands, the South West 
and London. 

One of the most active groups 
was Ulster WNP, who were closely 
linked with the Loyalist paramilitary 
groups and responsible for forcing a 
number of ethnic minority families to 
flee their homes. 

However, just as the party was 
beginning to become an alternative to 
the BNP in some areas, it split into two 
factions. The first was a strong anti- 
Tony White group, led by Chris Allen, 
Chris Hannan and Joe Holton, who 
was aligned to some of the older Leeds 
Service Crew. The second group 
involved Wood and Watmough. 
Morrison had links with both but 
eventually, because of his fall-out with 
White, sided with the first group. 

Morrisons group eventually split 
from the WNP and formed the 
Spearhead Support Group (SSG). 
There was one attempt to bring the two 
factions together when the SSG invited 
Wood to speak at one of its meetings. 
However, he was soon uninvited over 
the fear that Tony White’s presence 
would precipitate violence. 

While the WNP continued, albeit 
haemorrhaging members, the SSG 
became the mouthpiece for supporters 
of the deposed BNP leader, the late 
John Tyndall. Several meeting were 
held in support of Tyndall, who was 
simultaneously fighting his expulsion 
from the BNP and a court action after 
being charged for a speech in Burnley 
recorded in the BBC’s Secret Agent 
programme. 

The WNP’s fragile unity soon 
collapsed, with the majority deciding 
that White was actually a police 
informer after all. It proved to be one 
split too far and with only a handful of 
members it soon folded. 

Conveniently, as the WNP collapsed, 


More nazi groups 
than hot dinners 

some of Eddie Morrison's 
previous organisations: 

• National Front 
(2 times) 

• National 
Democratic 
Freedom 
Movement 

• National Action 
Party 

• British National 
Party (3 times!) 

• British Movement 

• New National Front 

• National Workers 
Party 

• Aryan Unity 

• White Nationalist 
Party 

• Spearhead Support 
Group 

• Nationalist Alliance 


pressure began to build within the SSG 
to formalise this new network outside 
the BNP. A leading instigator in 
this was Steve Smith from Burnley. 
He argued that the prospect of winning 
back the BNP was dead and, whatever 
Tyndall might think, most of them had 
absolutely no interest in rejoining the 
party even if they were allowed in. 
Tyndall’s court case, Smith argued, was 
leading them into a dead end, as they 
would lose members while waiting for 
the outcome of the case. 

Morrison was initially reluctant but 
in the end decided to add to his 
formidable list of parties and in the 
spring of 2005 the SSG broke from 
Tyndall and the Nationalist Alliance 
(NA) was formed. 

Tyndall was sceptical of the new 
group. He insisted he would overturn 
his expulsion from the BNP and 
believed that he had one last leadership 
bid left in him and so was desperate 
for supporters to remain in the party. 
His death, in July, obviously put an end 
to all that. 

With White ostracised from 
everyone, the remnants of the WNP, led 
by Wood, joined the NA but only a few 
months after its birth, its future looks in 
doubt. As Searchlight goes to press, the 
NA is in discussions with the Freedom 
Party, largely at the instigation of a 
group of former BNP activists from 
Burnley who are the only addition to 
the NA from the WNP. 

Whatever the outcome, one thing is 
certain. There are still plenty more 
twists and turns in the history of the 
Yorkshire crazy gang before they hang 
up their jackboots. ^ 
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David Duke 
in full nazi kit 
and below 
some of 
the guests at 
his New 
Orleans bash 


T he spring and summer of this 
year have seen more 
international nazi travel and 
organised contacts than at any 
time since the 1980s. Major events have 
been held in New Orleans in the USA and 
Jena in Germany and, later this month, 
an assortment of nazis from across 
Europe will be camping out in Greece. 

Additionally, there is the possibility 
that thousands of nazis from across 
Europe will again march through the 
small Bavarian town of Wunsiedel on 
20 August to commemorate Hitler's 
deputy Rudolf Hess. At the time of 
writing, the demonstration is banned 
but if, as in previous years, the 
prohibition is lifted and the nazis do 
march, Searchlight will report in full in its 
October edition. 

The US event, held on 22-24 May in 
New Orleans and attended by more 
than 300 racists, antisemites and 
fascists, was billed as the 2005 European 
American Conference and was 
organised by ex-Ku Klux Klan leader and 
US nazi David Duke who, for over a 
decade, has been working assiduously 
to build up contacts in Europe, 
especially in Russia, the Ukraine, 
Sweden and Germany. 

In 2003, Duke was sentenced to 
fifteen months for mail fraud and fined 
$10,000 on tax evasion charges relating 
to contributions to his political 
campaigns. The far-right fraudster had 
begged followers for cash, bogusly 
claiming that he was about to lose his 
life savings and his home. At the same 
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Nazis on the move 


time, he sold his home at a fat profit, 
had numerous investments and was a 
regular at casino gambling tables. 

The theme of Duke's latest bash, held 
at a beachside hotel and broadcast live 
on the Internet, was the unification of 
Europeans and Americans in opposition 
to "world Jewry" who, he said in his 
opening speech, were "power hungry 
blood suckers" and "parasites" who 
dominate media and government 
around the world. 

A gaggle of top European fascists 
addressed the gathering, including 
Nick Griffin and Simon Darby from the 
British National Party, Karl Richter and 
Markus Haverkamp from the German 
nazi Nationaldemokratische Partei 
Deutschlands (NPD), Duke's publicists 
Vavra Suk and Lennart Berg of the 
Swedish fascist National Democrats, 
Jean-Michel Girard of the fascist Front 
National (FN) and Joan Collins-look- 
alike and David Irving fan, Lady Michele 
Renouf. Convicted Spanish nazi 
Pedro Varela was also on hand as an 
honoured guest. 

None of these people - least of all 
Griffin and the FN's chief of "foreign 
affairs" Girard - dissociated themselves 
from Duke's rabid Jew-baiting, giving 
the lie to claims by the BNP and the FN 
that they have no truck with 
antisemitism and are not fascist. If that 
were true, neither party would have 
been in the same room as Duke's fascist 
pack, let alone sharing the platform 
with some of them. 

There to applaud and fete the 
Europeans was a horde of US white 
supremacists with cheerleaders including 
Stormfronfs Don Black, Ron Doggett, 
National Vanguard's Kevin Strom and the 
daddy of them all, bankrupt ex-multi¬ 
millionaire Holocaust Denier, Willis Carto. 

A similar conference last year adopted 
the so-called "New Orleans Protocol", 
a pact pledging the traditionally deeply 
fractious fascist scene to refrain 
from factioneering and to refrain from 
strategies that promote violence. 
That was last year's main joke. This year 
there were none. 

Whether the above assortment of US 
and European extremists can turn their 
anti-Jewish rhetoric into reality and 
transform the much-vaunted "local 
politics" into electoral success remains 
to be seen. 

For Duke and the Euro-fascists he 
imported to New Orleans the op¬ 
portunity to rub noses was itself an 
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achievement. For the international anti¬ 
fascist movement it is an unwelcome 
sign that our opponents are getting 
their show on the road and building up 
their contacts. 

If the more up-market suit-and-tie 
brand of hate was on display in New 
Orleans, it was decidedly the "rough 
trade" smellier end of the fascist scene 
that was flaunting itself only three 
weeks later in the picturesque university 
city of Jena in Germany. 

There under the title of Festival of 
the Peoples - a name filched from 
Leni Riefenstahl's Nazi propaganda film 
about the 1936 Berlin Olympics - an 
ageing chunk of the international nazi 
skinhead Blood&Honour (B&H) move¬ 
ment tried to revive itself on 11 June 
claiming "We are the Youth of Europe, a 
Europe different to that of the EU- 
Aristocrats in Maastricht and their 
multiculturalist slaves." 

This mob of Europe's most violent race 
haters and shameless nazis went on 
to proclaim in their declaration: "We 
nationalists are not, as the media often 
enjoys portraying, xenophobes; we 
respect every culture and every person, 
but we also believe that each culture has 
its own geographic place in the world, 
which, in turn, should be respected by all" 

No fewer than thirteen speakers, 
each from a different country, were 
announced in advance together with 
a number of nazi skinhead bands. 
The featured key international speakers 
also double as leaders of their own 
national sections of B&H. These included 
Thomas Olund, from B&H Sweden and 
lead singer of Nothung, Stephen Swinfen, 
a boss of the declining British B&H, 
Tim Mudde from B&H in the Netherlands 
and Nick Giohalas from the B&H 
organisation, Resistance Hellas, in Greece. 

The bearded Swinfen mounted the 
platform and baffled the 500 boneheads, 
who had been pushed out to a run¬ 
down industrial estate, with a speech 
entirely in English. Representing the 
Netherlands was long-time nazi activist 
and Mogadon-bomb Constant Kusters 
of the Nederlandse Volks Unie. He also 
made little impact but his audience is 
understood to have slept well. 

The international star of the day was 
Claudiu Mihutiu who helps to run the 
Rumanian fascist outfit, Noua Dreapta, 
from his student home in Mannheim. 
Mihutiu lifted the spirits of the 
gathering which, incidentally, had to 
be protected from 8,000 anti-fascists 
by 1,700 police, by cavorting around in 
his flash green shirt and speaking 
perfect German. 

Though leading NPD member Frank 
Schwerdt was present, the absence of 
erstwhile nazi skinhead chief and now 
NPD cadre, Thorsten Heise, was a 


surprise, especially as his mail order firm 
and nice little earner WB-Versand was a 
sponsor of the event. 

B&H - even if banned - is as B&H does 
and the main draw for the crowd was 
the "music" provided again by an 
international line-up that included the 
Dutch band Brigade A/I, the Swiss band 
Indiziert, the Swedish band Nothung , 
the French outfit Defiance and the 
BNP-supporting Nemesis from Scotland, 
the latter band a hardy perennial at 
hardcore nazi events. 

The mob in Jena tend to have little 
time for the "we are trying hard to look 
respectable" European crowd that 
crossed the Atlantic at Duke's expense 
in May, regarding the whole lot as sell¬ 
out merchants and traitors to the 
"nationalist cause". 

Yet, despite surface appearances, 
there are notable crossover points as 
has been amply demonstrated by the 
preparations of the Greek nazi 
organisation Golden Dawn (GD) for its 
international summer camp to be held 
from 16-18 August. 

GD belongs to the European National 
Front (ENF) led by convicted Italian 
terrorist, wealthy businessman and 
friend of Nick Griffin, Roberto Fiore of the 
Italian fascist party Forza Nuovo. 

The ENF has affiliates in Spain 
(La Falange), Poland (Narodowe 
Odrodzenie Polski), the UK (England First), 
The Netherlands (Nationale Alliantie), 
Bulgaria (Bulgarian National Alliance), the 
Czech Republic (National Unification), 
Serbia (Obraz), Portugal (Partido Nacional 
Renovador), Latvia (National Power 
Unity), France (Garde Franque), Romania 
(Noua Dreapta), Greece (Golden Dawn) 
and Germany (NPD). 

As an alliance, the ENF is a formation 
that represents almost every brand and 
strand of fascism together with a huge 
dollop of ultra-rightist Roman Catholic 
fundamentalism. It straddles the kind of 
politics represented in New Orleans and 
Jena. Nick Griffin's friends in the German 
NPD belong to the hardcore nazi 
element of the ENF. Griffin and Fiore 
have been guests at NPD junkets, 
Griffin sharing a platform with Duke on 
one occasion. Golden Dawn was also 
hoping to lure another of Griffin's fascist 
associates, FN fuhrer Jean-Marie Le Pen, 
to the sea and sunshine of "Hellas". 

As far as is known, the BNP will not be 
represented at the Greek camp but the 
ubiquitous and iniquitous NPD, will be 
represented by their leader Udo Voigt, 
who is a political ally of Griffin and of 
the late, but very much unlamented, 
John Tyndall. Voigt, will be there as a 
keynote speaker along with Fiore and 
Noua Dreapta boss, Tudor lonescu. 
Mihutiu must have drawn the short 
straw to be sent to Jena. 


A cursory examination of the blurbs 
for the event on the camp's website 
gives the full flavour of what motivates 
the organisers: national socialism. As 
they put it: "National Socialism's roots 
are in ancient Sparta's spirit, in Plato's 
Ideal State, in Aristotle's philosophy... 
In the Greek Ideal of Man: Warrior and 
Philosopher... In the greatest Greek 
goddess Athena: goddess of Wisdom 
and War at the same time..." Many of 
the Nordic/Germanic/Aryan myth 
aficionados like the NPD might 
dispute that. 

Elsewhere in the promo material, 
the nazi festival organisers declare: 
"Having common roots, we believe in 
the European Fatherland of Nations. 
Our Vision stands against what liberal 
or pseudo social politicians declare. 
We fight against capitalism and 
globalisation which will be the 
tombstone of our Tradition, in a world of 
'democratic' values, imposed by a 
Constitution of hypocrisy that aims to 
deprive us of our Freedom of Speech. 
Our Great Ideal is above all, a Way of Life." 

Eventually, they come to the 
Islamophobic message that is the main 
theme of the rally: "Above all, this year's 
Summer Camping (sic), has a strong 
Message to spread:"OUR EUROPE... not 
theirs - Turkey OUT of Europe!" And this 
message is the True Voice of every 
European citizen. Turkey's place is in 
Asia, Europe belongs to US!" 

It is hard to see where secret 
flirtations by German hardcore nazis 
with the Turkish fascist Grey Wolves and 
Islamists fit into this picture. In another 
statement, however, the Greek 
guardians of civilisation warm to their 
other pet themes - anti-Americanism 
and antisemitism - by stating that "the 
political-military axis of USA-Turkey- 
Israel is the extremist force menacing 
worldwide freedom.". 

It is clear that the fascists view the 
present fraught world situation - 
the universal shift to the right, anti- 
Islamic hysteria, the Middle East 
situation, defeats of the labour 
movement and globalisation as a 
chance to intervene politically and 
cooperate across state frontiers. The 
sudden burst of international activity 
marks an attempt to beef up their 
politics to exploit this opportunity. 

For years, international fascist 
contacts were almost entirely limited to 
informal contacts between leading 
individuals with a sprinkling of bilateral 
and trilateral relationships between 
organisations. What we are witnessing 
now could signal the first stages of a 
concentrated effort to build a stable 
and expanded international structure 
that can withstand the usual personality 
clashes and political rows. 
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■ LOCAL CONTACTS 


North West 

Blackburn & Darwen 
United Against Racism 

PO Box 632, Blackburn 
BB4 4WT 

Bolton Against Racism 

c/o 16 Wood Street, Bolton. BL1 1DY 

www.boltonagainstracism.org.uk 

info@boltonagainstracism.org.uk 

Burnley Against Fascism 

PO Box 358, Burnley, 

BB11 2WA 

Bury Against Racism/ 

United Against Fascism 

karen.evans@virgin.net 
Tel: 07974 400183 

Hyndburn Against Racism 

Hyndburn-against-racism@fsmail.net 

Merseyside Coalition 
Against Racism and Fascism 

c/oTGWU, 143 Sefton Street 
Liverpool L8 5SN 

Oldham United Against Racism 

c/o Oldham Law Centre, 

Archway House, Bridge Street, 
Oldham 0L1 1ED 

Pendle UAF 

PO Box 2027 
Colne, Lancs BB8 OXA 

Ribble Valley Against Racism 

PO Box 95, Whalley, 

Clitheroe BB7 9WW 
www.rvar.org.uk 

Rochdale United Against Fascism 

Wigan & Leigh United 
Against Racism 

65 Hunter Road 

Marsh Green, Wigan WN5 OPX 

waluar@blueyonder.co.uk 


Yorkshire & The Humber 

Bradford Anti-Fascist Committee 

Bradford TUC-AFC 
c/o 17-21 Chapel St, 

Bradford BD1 5DT 
afc@bradfordtuc.org.uk 

Calderdale Communities Against 
Racism and Calderdale Unity 

c/o GMB Clifton House, Clifton Road, 
Brighouse, HD6 1SL 
calderdaleunity@yahoo.co.uk 

Keighley Together 

keighleytogether@yahoo.co.uk 


Kirklees Unity 

PO Box 310, 

Huddersfield HD1 3YU 

Leeds Unity 

c/o Leeds NUT, West Park Centre, 
Spen Lane, Leeds, LSI6 5BG 
leedsunity@hushmail.com 

Sheffield Campaign Against 
Racism and Fascism 

c/o Sheffield TUC, 

Trades & Labour Club, Talbot Street, 
Sheffield S2 2TG 

Wakefield & Five Towns United 
Against Racism 

PO Box 462, Wakefield WF2 7WW 

York Unite Against Fascism 

yorkuaf@hotmail.co.uk 


Eastern 

Broxbourne Against Racism 

PO Box 13679, London N1 1AA 
contact@broxar.org.uk 

South East Essex Coalition 
Against Racism 

c/o Searchlight Magazine 
PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG 


East Midlands 

Communities Against Racism in 
Derbyshire (CARD) 

c/o Derbyshire Unemployed 
Workers Centre, 54 Saltergate, 
Chesterfield S40 1 JR 


West Midlands 

Dudley Unite Against Fascism 

PO Box 9302, Smethwick B67 6JG 
Tel: 07712 683023 
dudley@blackcountryunity.net 

Sandwell UAF 

PO Box 9302, Smethwick B67 6JG 
Tel: 07712 683023 
sandwell@blackcountryunity.net 

Wolverhampton, Bilston 
& District TUC 

PO Box 2917, 

Wolverhampton WV2 2YA 
wolves.tuc@unisonfree.net 

Walsall UAF 

PO Box 9302, Smethwick B67 6JG 
Tel: 07712 683023 
walsall@blackcountryunity.net 


Northamptonshire 
Unite Against Racism 

c/o NREC, Victoria Centre, Palk Road, 
Wellingborough NN8 1HT 
info@northamptonshirerec.org.uk 

North Staffordshire Campaign 
Against Racism & Fascism 

PO Box 1960, Stoke-on-Trent ST6 1WF 
NorSCARF@burslem.demon.co.uk 


London 

Barking & Dagenham and Havering 
Together 

The Labour Hall,Tenterden Road 
Dagenham RM8 1QA 
Tel: 07759 660230 

Enfield UAF 

07812 179856 enfieiduaf@coolift.com 
www.enfielduniteagainstfascism.co.uk 

Redbridge and Epping Together 

PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG 
07759 660230 


North East 

Gateshead Against the Nazis 

6 Ellison Street, Gateshead NE8 1 AY 
Tel: 0191-477-6638 
unison@unisonfree.net 

Sunderland Coalition 
Against Racism and Fascism 

c/o Unison City of Sunderland Branch 
Grange Lodge, Grange Crescent 
Sunderland SR2 7BN 
team@unison-sc.ace.co.uk 

Tees Valley Unites Against Racism 

c/o GMB, Cleveland House, 

7 Woodlands Road 
Middlesbrough TS1 3BH 

Tyne & Wear Anti-Fascist Association 

c/o Unison, Room 145, Civic Centre 
Newcastle upon Tyne NE1 8QH 
0191 272 1211 
twafa@twafa.org.uk 


South East 

Saltdean for Tolerance and Respect 

PO Box 164, Brighton BN1 7WB 


Wales 

Wales Friends of Searchlight 

Cardiff Centre for Trade Union Studies 
182 Habershon Street 
Splott, Cardiff CF24 2LE 


To get your group's details included on this list in future editions of the magazine please contact Searchlight 
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Searchlight on the States 

Klan bombs & Swastika Flags 
Mix in Nativist Movement 

By Leonard Zeskind, for IREHR and Antifa-Net 


THE MORAL OF the story is as 
predictable as heat in August. If white 
nationalists shout long enough about 
immigrants, somebody is going to 
make bombs. So in Tennessee, Daniel 
Schertz, a 27-year old member of the 
North Georgia White Knights, went 
shopping at a hardware superstore for 
bomb parts and assembled them while 
talking bad about Haitian and Latino 
immigrants. He then transferred five of 
these pipe bombs on 1 April to his 
cohort in this plot, a friend he had met 
at a local Klan rally. The problem for 
Schertz was that the friend turned out 
to be a confidential informant for the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and 
Firearms. A sucker from the moment 
he signed an application form to join 
the Klan, Schertz now faces a long 
prison term when he is sentenced this 
November. 

Although nothing to laugh about, 
Klan groups today are no longer the 
powerhouse of the old-fashioned white 
supremacist turbine. Not far from 
Schertz’s hometown, for example, 
another Klansman accidentally shot a 
friend during a KKK initiation rite. 
In Texas, a third Kluxer was indicted 
last spring on explosives charges after 
he threatened to blow up his ex¬ 
girlfriend. And in Arkansas, the state 
leader (or Grand Dragon) of a group 
calling itself the International Keystone 
Knights was fired last year from his job 
as prison guard, apparently in the belief 
that he could show up in his white sheet 
at a rally and nobody else would notice. 

Schertz and friends aside, immigrants 
face a significant danger from hard-core 
white nationalists — most particularly 
from ideologues who hide them¬ 
selves in the larger anti-immigrant 
movement. As thoroughly documented 
by the Center for New Community 
(buildingdemocracy.com) and others, 
activists from Council of Conservative 
Citizens, American Renaissance and 
National Alliance-National Vanguard 
have all been integral to the growth 
of anti-immigration politics — both 
in the streets and in state legislatures. 
In the process, they have downplayed the 


seamiest side of their beliefs. If a recent 
protest in California is any portent of the 
future, however, the swastika flags may 
soon be coming out of the closet. 

California has been at the headwaters 
of the movement since 1994, when 
voters passed a referendum denying 
education, health and human services to 
undocumented workers. Although the 
measures proved to be unconstitutional, 
dozens of local groups have formed and 
reformed in recent years, including 
one called “Save Our State”, or SOS. 
This outfit specializes in street protests 
in Southern California, and in recent 
months has targeted a shape up centre 
where locals hire day labour - many of 
them brown-skinned Spanish speakers. 
Skinheads and other white nationalists 
routinely participate in these actions. 
Until recently they have strategically 
kept the totality of their beliefs 
quiet, and have networked themselves 
throughout the anti-immigrant move¬ 
ment as a result. But on July 16, several 
cadres could no longer restrain 
themselves when a SOS picket ran into 
counter-protests by immigrant rights 
activists. There they unfurled a swastika 
flag along side the Confederate battle 
flag and Old Glory’s red, white 
and blue. 

The flag incident caused one Save 
Our State activist to ask the white 


nationalist crowd to have their own 
protests, and leave hers alone. It also 
sparked an instructive discussion in a 
cyberspace forum run by Stormfront. 
There a character with the name 
“Valhalla” asked, “Why did you let 
people bring Nazi flags? While 80% 
of whites are opposed to illegal 
immigration, probably 99% are opposed 
to Nazism.” To which “baldy,”who had 
been briefly restrained by police during 
the California protest, replied: “The 
commies were chanting “Nazis Go 
Home” for hours on end non stop, so I 
and everyone present on the street in 
the hot sun, facing hostile commies, 
browns and who-knows-what green- 
lighted the flag idea. We will stand 
behind our decision.” 

The cyber-debate shows three things: 
One, white nationalists have burrowed 
their way deep into the anti-immigrant 
mass movement. Two, some (but not 
all) of the mass movement’s leaders 
know that the open presence of white 
nationalists brings discredit upon the 
anti-immigrant cause. And three, pro¬ 
immigrant rights groups need to adopt 
a proactive strategy of exposing these 
connections and drive nativism and 
xenophobic politics right out of the 
21st century... before some bomb, 
like those in Tennessee, explodes and 
kills someone. ^ 
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60 years of liberation in Zoetermeer 

By Jeroen Bosch for Alert! and Antifa-Net in Utrecht 


ON 5 MAY, the sixtieth anniversary of 
the Liberation from Nazism was 
celebrated throughout The Netherlands. 
In Zoetermeer, a town of 110,000 
inhabitants close to The Hague, 
however, this year proved to be bit 
different after the city council rented a 
hut to a group of nationalist youth’ who 
then went on to celebrate the day in their 
own twisted way. 

Since 2003, the town has regularly hit 
Dutch headlines with incidents 
involving several groups of ‘Gabbers’, 
a youth sub-culture in which white 
racists can flourish and nazi symbols 
are displayed. 

The ‘Gabber’ groups are bound by 
devotion to Hardcore music, a fast style 
of ‘House’ dance music. They have 
fought with migrant youth groups and 
attacked other youth groups and youth 
centres that are seen as progressive. 

This is not unique. These same events 
occur across the country but what 
makes Zoetermeer different is that 


right-wing extremists have managed to 
recruit from ‘Gabber’ circles. 

Voorpost 

At first, it was the now defunct New 
National Party (NNP) and its youth 
branch that managed to interest these 
youngsters, but now it is the notorious 
fascist group Voorpost that is making a 
political intervention. 

Voorpost, established in 1976, 
originated in Flanders. Its Dutch 
counterpart started in 1978 with 
campaigns and activities that were in 
support of the Dutch language, pro¬ 
apartheid and aimed at the unification 
of the Netherlands and Flanders. 
They also organised demonstrations to 
honour former Flemish SS members 
and other Nazi collaborators. 

At the end of the 1980s and the 
beginning of the 1990s, Voorpost was 
more or less dormant and only revived 
when the parliamentary presence of the 
extreme right was wiped out 1998. 


After a campaign by Anti-Fascist 
Action, culminating in the discovery 
and removal of Voorpost’s summer 
camp in Friesland, the organisation 
collapsed again. 

Last year, however, younger people 
took control of Voorpost and these are 
the people who are now active in 
Zoetermeer. The leader of the group 
is Paul Peters, a former fascist 
CP’86, Stormfront Nederland and 
NNP member. Peters was convicted 
for desecrating Jewish graves in 
Oosterhout in 1999. 

His playmate in Voorpost is Rens 
Kaaijk who lives in Zoetermeer and was 
also active in the NNP. Kaaijk attracted 
attention when, in 2002, after a 
nazi Dutch People’s Union (NVU) 
demonstration in Rotterdam, he went 
on the ‘hunt for foreigners’ in Leiden 
and was arrested. For some time, 
Kaaijk has been organising so-called 
‘nationalist pub-evenings’ in a bar in 
Zoetermeer. 







Last year, the 5 May celebration in 
Zoetermeer was badly disrupted by 
150 drunken right-wing ‘Gabbers’ 
who attacked the police. According 
to police reports, the police had to 
call for back-up from nearby 
police and dog units to bring the 
situation back under control. In the 
resulting clashes, eleven people were 
arrested and several police officers 
were injured. 

Peters decided to try and exploit 
this situation. He went to a town 
council meeting and raised the 
question of the Gabbers having a 
place of their own in Zoetermeer. 

Three days later, they asked the 
council to rent them a hut in a park 
and the council agreed - a decision 
that sparked protests from anti-racist 
organisations. The council ignored 
the objections and the ‘nationalist 
youth’ party was able to go ahead, 
guarded by riot police. 

The ‘revellers’ from such august 
bodies as the ‘Soetermeer Skinhead 
Front’ (SSF), Voorpost and the 
Gabbers celebrated their very own 
Liberation day with Hitler salutes, 
a Nazi flag with the swastika replaced 
by a Celtic Cross and heaps of 
Voorpost propaganda. Some visitors 
to the party were pictured giving the 
Hitler salute with police riot vans in 
the background. Later, three people - 
two girls and a boy - were arrested 
for displaying White Power logos 
on their coats and swastikas on 
their bodies. 

Four days later, at a town council 
meeting, the fact that these 
youngsters were right wingers was 
called into question. The next day the 


entire council got its answer: a 
collection of photographs taken at the 
party and posted on the internet by 
one of the visitors and delivered to 
the councillors by Anti-Fascist 
Action. On 19 May, the council 
finally decided to ask the police to 
prosecute those who put the 
photographs on the internet. 

People from AFA have since 
met with several councillors and 
convinced them to try to speak to the 
Gabbers but also to grasp that the 
organised fascists from Voorpost, 
who have their own political agenda, 
have to be isolated. 

This case of how to deal with 
white racist youth and the fascist 
organisations that recruit them 
is a stark example of how little 
understanding city councils have 
about the Gabbers and other 
potentially racist and violent 
youngsters. 

In Zoetermeer, for example, they 
have to deal with a group of 40 racist 
skinheads, two hundred ‘Lonsdale’ 
youngsters, about 30 hooligans and 
several hundred Gabbers aged 14/15. 

Unfortunately, the police and the 
council in Zoetermeer are still 
refusing to make public their reports 
about 5 May and, by stonewalling, 
are trying to prevent an open debate 
about these events. 

The assumption that if you give 
these racist youngsters their own 
place for a ‘celebration’ so that you 
can have a peaceful celebration of 
your own in the town centre is 
bending to violence and is an injustice 
to the memory of the Liberation 
from Nazi terror. ^ 


Belgian 
Holocaust 
denier arrested 

ByJeroen 
Bosch for Alert! 
and Antifa-Net 
in Utrecht 

FLEMISH HOLOCAUST 
DENIER, Siegfried 
Verbeke, was arrested 
at Schiphol Airport in 
Amsterdam on 3 
August under an 
international arrest warrant issued last 
year in Germany where he is wanted for 
Holocaust denial and writing Internet 
articles on the subject. Verbeke was 
convicted in Belgium for Holocaust 
Denial last April, given a year in prison 
and fined €2500 (approx £1,800). 

Germany, which last year 
unsuccessfully demanded Verbeke's 
extradition from Belgium, will now ask 
the Dutch authorities for extradition. 
However, the Belgian justice authorities 
reportedly want to try him again. 

Verbeke could also face prosecution 
in the Netherlands. In 2003, the Anne 
Frank Foundation and the GDI (Centre 
Information and Documentation Israel) 
filed a complaint against Verbeke for 
Internet publications by his Vrij 
Historisch Onderzoek (Free Historical 
Research). 

Verbeke has collected and published 
writings denying the Holocaust and 
pleading for Nazi war criminals for 30 
years now. On his large website, hosted 
by the convicted German chemist 
Germar Rudolf, he publishes this filth in 
four different languages. 

Verbeke became a public figure in 
1977 when, together with the later 
Vlaams Blok ideologist and antisemite 
Roeland Raes, he founded the Flemish 
revisionist Magazine Horo. 

At the beginning of the 1990s, 
Verbeke distributed pamphlets in the 
Netherlands to people with presumed 
Jewish names and, in 1994, circulated a 
booklet by Rudolf, denying that Jews 
were gassed, to hundreds of Dutch 
schools, libraries and newspapers. In 
1995, he was convicted and fined by a 
court in The Hague. Later, his brother 
Herbert hit the headlines by trying to 
get political asylum in the Netherlands 
because he was banned from spreading 
his lies in Belgium. ^ 
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Italian fascists make early election preparations 


By Alfio Bernabei 



preferring to use her family name in 
order to strengthen AS's "growing 
importance in Italian politics" 

As it turned out AS performed poorly 
at the elections, obtaining a national 
average of 1,6%, half of what Mussolini 
had expected, but Berlusconi is 
probably counting on the fact that if she 
were to be seen associated with the 
"moderate" HoL she would pull in a 
large numbers of undecided right 
wingers or crypto fascists. 

FN in the meantime, never short of 
financial resources, is already preparing 
for the spring elections. It has deployed 
its nationwide network of militants in a 
myriad of activities up and down the 
country. While the main focus is on its 
anti- immigrant crusade to protect 
Italy's white population and the 
teachings of the Roman Catholic 
Church, FN also exploits a wide range 
of local issues of social strife in order 
to keep itself in the news and pull in 
fresh recruits. 

If FIAT workers go on strike, FN is quick 
to show up with placards supporting 
their demands. If firemen have 
problems in the renewal of their 
contracts and ask for better working 
conditions FN rushes to their assistance 
and distributes leaflets at their 
demonstrations. If the poultry farmers 
find it hard to protect their produce 
from foreign competition, FN militants 
again turn up in solidarity with them. 
With a recession threatening the Italian 
economy and foreign imports making it 
harder for Italy to compete on the world 
market, FN's latest campaign calls for a 
halt to imports from China. The FN 
website also shows support for a new 
union of workers called "SI". More than 
likely this is a white only affair. 

The language used by FN in their 
leaflets, placards and websites is crude 
and blatantly racist. Extracomunitari 
(the word used to describe immigrants 
from countries outside the European 
community) "have created a climate of 
fear and a feeling of siege among the 
population. Roma are "dirty thieves 
who live like rats in the sewage". 
Muslims "desecrate crucifixes". 
The hatred for social and cultural 
diversity is also expressed 
towards homosexuals. They are 
an "insult to the order 


WITH LESS THAN eight months to go 
before Italy's next general election, 
Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi remains 
hopeful that his ailing House of 
Liberties (HoL) ruling colaition can 
count on the support of Alessandra 
Mussolini, the dictator's granddaughter, 
during the election campaign. 

Faced with a strong risk of defeat at 
the polls, Berlusconi would be more 
than happy to have Mussolini joining 
his clan, thus enabling the HoL to be 
strengthened by her motley crew of 
fascist supporters. 

In his first 1994 government 
Berlusconi brought in the fascist 
Gianfranco Fini, who is now Foreign 
Minister and deputy Prime Minister. 
Winning a poll flanked by a Mussolini 
family member would be the ultimate 
demonstration of the rehabilitation of 
fascism that has been the main 
achievement under his leadership. 

La Mussolini is playing hard to get. 
She might demand to become a 
minister. At present she is leading the 
Alternativa Sociale (AS) party, made up 
of a number of fascist groups, including 
Forza Nuova (FN), led by ex-terrorist and 
fugitive from justice Roberto Fiore. 
Earlier this year, at the outset of the 
campaign for the regional elections, 
Mussolini declared that she had 
received an invitation from Berlusconi 
to join the HoL but she had rejected it, 


Silvio 

Berlusconi 


established by God". At a recent 
demonstration held by FN militants to 
protest at a gay couple on their return 
to Italy, after a marriage ceremony 
conducted in Holland, there was a 
symbolic public burning of a mock 
register listing same sex couples. 

Fiore is the undisputed "foreign 
ambassador"for FN and AS. Recently he 
gave a seminar in Andorra for fifty 
members of the Spanish movements 
Democracia National, Falange and 
Alternativa Espanola. He also attended a 
meeting in Nice of members of the 
youth wing of the French Front 
National. Already known as the co¬ 
founder of Third position ideology in 
the late 70s, he clearly intends to further 
its aims internationally.This month he is 
listed to appear at a camp held by 
fascists in Greece. One of his lieutenants 
in Italy is of Greek origin. 

It is not clear if Italian fascists go as 
far as finding some common ground 
with Muslim fundamentalists as some 
have suggested. But there certainly 
appears to be a common sharing of 
conspiracy theories tinged with 
antisemitism. This can be seen in the 
way FN responded to the London 
bombs and other atrocities. In a 
statement issued soon after the 
7/7 events it stated: "The attacks in 
New York, Madrid and London 
have highlighted the presence of a 
structure (often linked to sectors of 
Islamic extremism) of sophisticated 
masterminds and experts in side¬ 
tracking who organize or facilitate the 
organisation of attacks. The aims of 
these groups is to lead public opinion 
to the acceptance of new wars". 

To further elucidate the point, the 
FN website offers links to a number of 
articles which suggest, among other 
things, that the Israeli embassy in 
London was made aware of the attacks 
in London "before" they happened. 
(This particular conspiracy theory was 
exposed as being entirely untrue by 
the British satirical magazine, Private 
Eye). In one of the articles it states: 
"Well, perhaps the aim of those who 
masterminded the London attacks was 
the liquidation of the Islamic cause 
among the Muslim community in 
the UK". Strange and "sophisticated" 
forces indeed. ^ 
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Home News 


Labour Friends of Searchlight 


I n June, thirty MPs met in the 
House of Commons to launch 
Labour Friends of Searchlight 
(LFoS). Welcoming the MPs to the 
meeting, Frank Dobson, MP, the groups 
Chairperson, said: “Searchlight has 
proved its worth over the last few years 
in helping us beat the British National 
Party (BNP). Their intelligence is 
second to none and the quality of their 
material is excellent. I would encourage 
every Labour MP to join up with 
Searchlight.” 

The meeting heard first hand 
reports of the battles against the BNP 
around the country. Joan Humble, 
from Blackpool North Sc Fleetwood, 
spoke of the need to come down 
hard on the BNP before they 
established a foothold, while Marsha 
Singh and Terry Rooney spoke of their 
experiences in Bradford, where the 
BNP has four councillors. There was 
widespread praise for the campaign in 
Keighley which saw the BNP leader 
Nick Griffin fail to get 10% of the vote, 
when he had expected over 20%. 
Even more importantly, the BNP also 
lost heavily in the very districts where 
they had polled well the previous year. 

Dagenham’s Jon Cruddas described 
the remarkable campaign in his borough 
which saw the BNP pegged back. 
“Searchlight identified and wrote to 
every single black and minority ethnic 
household in the final fortnight and 
then followed it up with an eve of poll 
card,” he said. 

He went on to explain how the threat 
of the BNP had rejuvenated his local 
party. “We have more members and 
more activists. Our activist base has 
grown during our campaign.” 

Several MPs highlighted the need to 
debunk BNP myths, recognising that a 
refusal to do so would allows these 
myths to become facts. The BNP have 
proved all too good at tapping into a 
local issue, like housing in East 
London, and giving it a racial 
dimension. In Essex and Broxbourne it 
has been asylum seekers, while in 
Yorkshire and the North West they 
have played on misconceptions of the 
distribution of council services and 
the Muslim community. 

Nick Lowles from Searchlight told 
the MPs that the BNP posed a major 



threat to the Labour Party in many 
of its traditionally strong areas, 
particularly in communities which had 
seen the decline in its industrial base 
but where there is little opposition to a 
stagnant local party. 

“Many traditional communities feel let 
down by Labour, nationally and locally. 
They feel that they have been taken for 
granted and the party no longer 
represents their interests. The BNP are 
beginning to fill this vacuum. If the BNP 
can save their deposit in constituencies 
without doing any real work, what will 
happen when the economy, as many 
predict, declines?” 

There was unanimous support for the 
new group and Frank Dobson 
(Holborn & St Pancras), Angela Smith 
(Sheffield Hillsborough), Mike Woods 
(Batley 8c Spen) and David Heyes 
(Ashton-under-Lyme) agreed to be 
officers. 

Labour Friends of Searchlight aims 
to keep MPs and constituency parties 
informed on the latest anti-fascist 
intelligence and to help campaigns 
against the BNP through regular 
briefings and meetings. It intends to 
spread examples of good practice from 
around the country and attempt to 
intervene in public policy debates where 
appropriate. 

“LFoS will help co-ordinate the work 
of MPs in fighting fascism,” says Jon 
Cruddas. “We must ensure that the 
BNP do not make any political 


breakthrough next May and to achieve 
this we must be organised. This gives 
us the building blocks to begin this 
campaign.” 

“We need political parties to be 
political parties,” says Nick Lowles. 
“Anti-BNP groups can only do so much 
to reduce the BNP vote and bring out 
the anti-BNP vote. For the BNP to lose 
somebody else needs to win. 

“All too often the BNP do well where 
local councillors and local political 
parties are perceived to have failed. 
Searchlight can give guidance but the 
main work has to be in rebuilding the 
party on the ground.” 

Over the next few months Labour 
Friends of Searchlight will produce a 
16-page pamphlet giving advice and 
case studies of good practice to 
MPs and local parties. There will also 
be another meeting in the House of 
Commons and discussions are 
underway about holding a one-day 
seminar for local constituency parties in 
fighting the BNP. 

“There is no reason why we can’t 
get over one hundred MPs signed up 
very quickly,” Frank Dobson says. 
“An increasing number of MPs and 
Labour Parties now see the BNP as a 
threat and want to do something about 
it. This is the vehicle to organise it.”^ 

• For more information about 
Labour Friends of Searchlight, 
please ring 020 7681 8660. 
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From the archives... 



September 1975 

"Armed" raider claims robbery 
was for Front 

A young man dressed in black terrified 
three women employees when he raided a 
building society office... "for National 
Front party funds." 

"I only wanted it for the party. They are 
always asking for money," said 18-year-old 
David Boucher. 

Wearing dark glasses with a black coat 
and black gloves, he ordered the women to 
lie on the floor of the Slough office said John 
Ross, prosecuting, at Reading Crown Court. 

He told them: "Do not look at me or you 
will get it." 

Then he asked where the safe was and 
was told. He also asked for the keys and 
they were pointed out to him. 

He put the money, £805, in a box and 
then said to one of the women:" I know 
you and your kids. I will get you if you call 
the police within 10 minutes." 

Jailing Boucher, who pleaded guilty to 
robbery, for a total of three years, Judge 
Christopher Lea said: "You planned this 
robbery and carried it out without 
remorse, threatening and terrifying these 
women." 



September 1985 

Anti-fascist national 
network launched 

On Sunday 28 July hundreds of anti¬ 
fascists gathered in London’s Conway 
Hall to launch a national anti-fascist 
network. 

The launch organisers were heartened 
by the very large attendance and the 
widespread unity of purpose of those 
present. 

This will be a non-sectarian body. 
We reproduce its aims, which was 
unanimously agreed at the meeting. 

“This Conference sees the need to 
build an Anti Fascist front of groups 
willing to combat Fascist activity in this 
country. We see the need to oppose 
Racism and Fascism physically, on the 
streets, and ideologically. 

“ We support the right of ethnic 
minority groups and groups under threat 
to organise for their physical self defence 
and see the need for us to organise in 
their support. 

“The grouping should be organised on 
non-sectarian and democratic lines with 
equal representation for all groups 
involved.” 



September 1995 

Norway: 

Police allow nazi gig 

Norwegian nazis leapt onto the white 
power rock music bandwagon for the first 
time on 22 July by staging a concert in 
Hokksund near Oslo. It featured the band 
Swastika from Sweden and Paul Burnley, 
former leader of No Remorse, who has 
been ostracised by Combat 18’s street 
leader Charlie Sargent. Also playing were 
the Norwegian racist band Vidkuns 
Venner, whose name is derived from the 
notorious Norwegian wartime nazi puppet 
Vidkun Quisling. 

The location of the concert, organised by 
Ole Krogstad, chief of the nazi Boot Boys 
gang, was kept so tightly secret that it was 
only on the afternoon of 22 July that 
several thousand anti-fascists, who were 
holding a protest march in Oslo, learned 
that the nazis were gathering in Hokksund. 

Though anti-fascists were unable to disrupt 
the nazi event, it was far from a victory for the 
200-odd nazis. Firstly, they were too scared 
to hold the gig in Oslo. Secondly, only Paul 
Burnley turned up instead of the advertised 
No Remorse and thirdly, the whole concert 
was a rather truncated affair. 
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1945 was a victory won by the extraordinary heroism off ordinary 
people, a defeat for a politics that begins with hate your neighbour 
and ends in gas chambers. Today the fascists' blackshirts 
have been swapped for suits, but the danger hasn't changed. 
Our shirt reminds them we haven't forgotten. 


£9.99 100% cotton T-shirt. 

All profits to fund local Searchlight anti-BNP campaigns. 
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We urge all TUC delegates to 
attend the Searchlight Anti¬ 
fascist fringe meeting on 

Wednesday 14th September 
2005, 12.30pm - 2.00pm at the 
Old Ship Hotel 31-38 Kings Road 
Brighton BNi iNR. 


BNP and other fascist organisation 
membership is incompatible with trade 
union membership. Therefore the GMB 
through Target BNP calls for: 


Legislation to deny trade union 
membership of those that are 
members or active supporters of 
fascist organisations. 


Support for positive policies on the 
development of social housing, the 
introduction of contract compliance 
and the development of local health 
care plans. These are just some 
examples of tackling urban blight and 
the causes of fascism. 


For more information on joining 
the GMB or becoming involved in 
the GMB Anti-fascism campaign 
visit 






stopthebnp@gmb.org.uk 


A co-ordinated trade union national & 
regional campaign against the BNP. 


To mainstream anti-fascist, anti-racist 
political activity throughout the trade 
union and Labour movement and in all 
our workplaces and communities. 


our website on 

www.gmb.org.uk/target bnp or 
email stopthebnp@gmb.org.uk 



stopthebnp@gmb.org.uk 


■ 




GMB presents 

gMb 

PROTECTING YOU 
AT WORK 

"V 

Corn Exchange, Church Street, Brighton BNi iUE^^| 

Tuesday 27 September Licensed bar 


National launch of campaign to 

.Billy Bragg 

Who shot the Sheriff ^HTpasina Lu Lu 

8 pm: UK preview of the movie on 20 years of the ^ ^ ^ 


8 pm: UK preview of the movie on 20 years of the 
struggle of musicians from Rock against Racism 
to Love Music Hate Racism 




London 
Labour 
Party 



LEFT FIELD 

Dancing to Max Reinhart 
and his Big Red Disco 


THOMPSONS 


Doors 7.00pm till 12 midnight TICKETS FREE £2 minimum donation to the campaign 


























